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hat which 3s born of the Fleſh, us Fliſh. John 3. 6, 


anes enim venir per ſemeripfum ſalyare : omnes 1nquam 
qui per cum renaſcuntur in Deum, Infantes, & Paryulos, 
& Pueros, & Juvenes & Seniores. Idco per omnem venir 
Zrarem ; & Infantibus Litfaus fatus ſfanctificans Intanres : 
In parvulis paryulus, ſanEaficans hanc iplam havences 
2tatem, &c, TIrene:s aduerſ, Hevil. 1. 2. C. 59. 
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READER: 


Did not know that the Queſtion about the 

Conveniency or Juconvemency of Diſſenters 

writing againſl Diſſenters in this juntture of 

time, had been diſcuſſed by our Brethren ; 
till having drawn wp 4 few Arguments againſt 
Poſitions which ſome Anabaptiſts, coming down 
frem London nto theſe parts, had aſſerted, I 
ſent them np to have them publiſhed : but Mr. Fal- 
do, my worthy Friend (whom for his great pains 
* promoting Unity among Diſſenters, [ ſhall ever 
Honour ) wrote me word, the Brethren there, had 
concluded, this was not a convenient time for Diſ- 
lenters to write aoainft Diſſenters. I ſubmitted 
to their judgment, and recalled my Copy. 

When 1 had dene this, word was brought me 
from a young furious Zealot againſt Infant- Bap- 
tiſm, ( calling it 22 Antichriſtian Cheat, ) that 
there was' an Anſwer printing to my two Queſt i- 
mms, which I had proponnded to the Anabaptiſts 
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To the Reader. 
our years paſt ; which proved true: for he ſends 
me the Book, and gets the Books to be ſold in 
our Town. So that now I hope my Brethren can- 
not blame me, that 1 endeaveny to vindicate thy 


Truth of God, and defend my ſelf. 


Before the Book was ſent me, this young Teach- 
er, tells in this, and" other Towns, what this Au- 
thors Name was, what 4 great Writer he was, 
and that againſt Learned men, [_ that now I muſt 
expett a formidable Adverſary to encounter with- 
all,” and gave this deſcription of him. 


« My. Grantham « 4 perſon deſcended from 
& 2 worſhipfull Family, but in the time of the 
© Cevil Wars his Parents ſuffered much loſs for 
* the King. Being brought low, bis Father puts 
<< out this bis Son to @ Taylour ; and obſerving 
© bis Son inclining to Fanaticiſm (as ſome call tt) 
© be choſe ſuch a Maſter for him, as he thought 
© would ſtrfle thoſe Pronciples : but his Son con- 
& tinues ſober, and helps to Reform thoſe who 
© mrought with him. Huw Apprentiſbip being ont, 
&© he gave himſelf to fiudy, and becomes 4 great 
co Proficient in Learning : Diſputed with the pre- 
& {ent Biſhop of Norwich, before he was Biſhop, 
«* it which Diſputatson, ſeveral Prieſts were got 
o« bekind the Hangings z with other Circumſtances 
i he mentioned, but the iſſue was, he worſted the 
© Deftyr fo, that he quitted the 700m. 4 
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To the Reader. 


| If there be any Errour 1n this, let not My. 
Grantham blame me : for «t came from one that 
is an Admirer of him. That be was a Taylour, 
1 ao not look at this, as being any real diſpa- 
ragerent to himy it hath been the Caſe of 
others, that have deſcendes from as good Fa- 
milies as bu : But sf Mr, Grantham will be © 
dealing in Polemical Divinity, and there ſcoffe 
at his Opponent, al provoking terms, Write in 
ſome places abſuraly, ( as he doth againſt me ) 


be muſs expett to hear of it ſometimes. 


What the two Queſtions are 1 gave then to 
anſwer , the Reader will find them repeated in 
the following Diſcourſe. I ſtated the Queſtion 
firſtly; with reſpett to the Jews, requiring him 
that anſwers, to ſet down the Scriptures , upon 
which he grounded his anſwer for the Negative, 
but he hath not named ſo much as One. : 

1-will jive him for the Affirmative, theſe, 


firſt, for che Jews : Acts 2. 39.: Adts 3. 25. 


Rom. 11. 15, 16, 28, 29. [ Of the two laſt 
I make uſe. I need not mention any for the 
Gentiles, yet 1 will give bim theſe. Ephel, 2. 
12. & 19. compared. —i Cor. 7. 44. Ol. 3. 
14. By theſe I will defend my Queftion, yet he 
calls an unlearned Queſtion. What , when 
[ have Scripture-grounds for ut, and he cannot 
Proaxce one for the —— e 
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' To the Reader. 


As for that Experience which I have given of 
the benefit of Improving Abrahams. and our In. 
fant Baptiſmal-Covenant, in my former little 
Treatiſe , which Learicd and Godly Divines, 
ſay, cannot be without Grace, ( aud 1 will ay- 

eal to all the Learned and godly Divines in 
Enpland, or elſewhere, that have experience of þ 
Gods work on their own hears. ) this My. Grant- | 
ham ſcoffs at. I ſhall meet with him in his i me 
place. hat 

This onely I will ſay as to his Book : If my I the 
ztmo Ouecſtions meet with no Better Anſwer than Þ tal 
Mr. Grantham hath given, I will go on to bap. | get 
tize the Infants of Believing Parents , without | ge! 
the Leaſt Scruple. | CITY 


#1 


s Jan. 7. The Servant to the Seed 
of Believers, 


Gr les Firmin, 


To the Reader. 


READER, 


of Fter I had finiſhed iy Copy, there was a- 
ant- nother Book of Mr. Grantham's ſent to 
his me: The title, Hear the Church. Where be 
hath ſeverai things , new fancies, to take with 
my | them who have 2 mind to Admire him. He 
han Þ talks of Church-Officers which he calls Meſſen- 
zap- | gers. All Goſpel Preachers I hope are Meſſen- 
vour | gers in one ſenſe: If erderly called, they are 
all ſent. Rom. 10. 15. Aman. ] know ve- 
ry well, there are Meſlengers, properly fo call- 
ed, and have known the prattice about Fifty 
years ſince : but for Meſlengers in his ſenſe, 
they are but his new invented Officers. I would 
have ſpoken to hu Text in Revel. 2. Angels, 


« but "tis not worth the while; the man miſtakes 
T1, ff the Texts much, to make them ſerve his No- 
ton, 


He tells his Brethren ( as he calls them ) 

?, 41, Our Learned Adverlaries, are wont to 

— [| amuſe weak Chriſtians, by telling them they 

know not the Originals; there he gives them 

help, by telling them how vain aud pernicious 
this talk is- about the Originals. 
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To the Reader. 


If that be Vain and Pernicious, 1 am ſure 
what he writes about the Hebrew and the Greek, is 
ſo Vain and Ridiculous, rhat 1 would not foul 
Paper to give him an Anſwer to it. 

But p. 43. there 1s ſomethin requires an An- 
(wer : There he falls upon Papilt: and moſt Pado. 
bapriſis, Who while they ſeem to admire Ge. 
neral Councils and Fathers, regard not the De. 
crees of the beſt Councils and Fathers in A, 
15. but without all Conlcience of thele De- 
crees, leed upon blood : On the other fide, 
how ripidly do they impole the Decrees of 
the Council of Trent, in the Cafe of Tranſub- 
ftantiatio,, though never heard of: before it 
was there inverted, c.' Let the Papiſts bear 
their ſhame for thetr Perſecution. 

For eating of Blood ( in that manner _we eat 
it ) a Jew Worass. Conſt: tering, Firit, That the 
0t eating of Blood was one of the ſeven Laws 
of Noah, without the obſervance of which, 10 
Gentile was admitted to be ſo much as a Proſe- 
lite of the Gate, Conſidering Secondly, mhat 
James ſaith, Act. 15.21. which was the ground 
of the | <li AZoles was read Every Sabbath 
day 1n the Synagogues, where they heard eat- 
ing of Blood forbidden. A'ow Jeſt the eatir; 
of Blood ſhould be a ftumbling-block to the un- 
believ: '20 7 Jews, « and biider their coming in to 


Tho dt not 4s yer L clearly ſee the ind f 
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To the Reader. 
God in that Law, no not { Thelieve ) ſo long as the 
Temple ſtood, the head” of the Ceremonial Law ; 
therefore they made thoſe Decyees, and ſent them 
to the Believing Gentiles to forbear Blood, 
1- But let the Reader obſerve Levit. 17. 10. 
o- There the eating of Blood is the moſt ſeverely 
&. I prohibited, in the 11 v. the Loyd gives the rea- 
&- ſon of the Prohibition, the end of ir, The Blood 
+, BE maketh the Aronement for the Soul : The end 
e- was, that men might be kept in Faith and Ex- 
e, | peftation of the Blood of Chrift, by which our 
of | Atonement is made, Col. 1. 20. Eph. 2. 13, 14. 
1 i. Hence Now, let them who ſay that the 
it | Blood whereby our Atonement is made with God, 
ar | 1s not yet ſked, let them, I ſay, forbear to eat 
Blood. 

eat 2; Let thofe that ſay Ehrift hath nor takz#t 
the NY down the Partition-wall ( in which Wall, Blood 
ms; || was one Stone ) between JFow and Gentite, Eph. 
uo Þ 2. 14. let them forbear Blood. 
ſe- 3. Let them that believe ſome things are un- 
at I clean of themſelves, crofi to the Apeſtle, Rom. 
nd MN 14. 14. and that Blood is ſo, let them forbear 
uh W Blood. 
at- But I believe #n the Blood of Atonement ſhed ; 
ins Þ 7 believe the Partition-wall is broken down, and 
vn- W that nothing 1s unclean of it ſelf 5 therefore I 
to I will eat a Blood-pudaing, if it be prepared S. A. 
and Bleſs God for it. 

As for Tranilubſtantiation, which you ſay was 
| never 


To the Reader. 


never beard of before it was invented it the 
Council of Trent ; what groſs Ignorance does 
Mr. Grantham declare in the Councils ? let 
him but read the Lateran Council held under 
Pope Innocent the g*. in the Year I2I5. about 
three hundred and thirty Years before the Council 
of Irent, which began Anno 1545. and let 
' him there ſee if he cannot find Trantubſtantia- 
' tion, 4s well as that Curſed Doftrine of the 
Pope's Power to Depole Kings determined : 
Yet this is the Alan whom his Creatures ad- I 
mire. 


Scripture- 
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t SUFFICIENT PROOF 

E I FOR 

| INFANT-BAPTISM: 
BEING 


A Reply to Mr. GRANTHAM's 
Preſumption 0 Proof. 


P22 N your Preface to your Read- 
Dp er, you tell him, 7 hold it n0 
conveontent time for Diſſenters to 
write one againſt another ;, why 
then d1d you not hold to your 
RP 9 own Opinon ? but it ſeems 
you caul hold, and not hold : Or if Mr. Petro 
vpon a Schiſmatical and very Irregular ACt 
of one of your Perſwaſton in his Church, wrote 
a {ſmall Treatiie very ſfoberly to {tabliſh. his 
People in the Lawfulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm, 
and you mult therefore write againlt him ; yet 
why muſt you needs write againſt me, fince 

| it 


[2] 


it was four years, as you tell your Reader, 


ſince I wrote that ſmall Treatiſe upon the 
Queſtion ; which I had not then done, had 
not one of yours required me- in way of com- 
mon Juſtice to Mr. Danvers, to Publiſh- what 
I had delivered againſt his Book ; nor had [ 
concern'd my ſelf with his Book ( for I did 
grudge the time I ſpent abont it ) but that a 
young Anabaptit, who had been my Hear- 
er, boaſted ,it was unaniwerable. 

In*the end of that ſmall Treatiſe, I pro- 
pounded two Queſtions, ( if men would be 
Writing ) to have them anſwered : In your 
Preface, you tell your Reader, Zhey ſeem to 
be ſerious and couſiderable ; and 1n- pap. 2. you 
tell us, Some ſaid they were unanſwerable ; yet 
In pag. 3» you call the firſt an” unlearned Que- 
ſtion * ;, how well your great Learn- 
ing have anſwered theſe; the ſe- 
quel will declare. ; 

Before you come to my Queſtion, | you tell 
your Reader, He playes a lutle, with' ſome Ar- 
gunen?s, rather of other mens deviſms than hu 


* Senties 414 
Uly ſun. 


One Argument I borrowed from Mr. Baxter, 
and tell you ſo, but I improved it another 
way different from Mr. B. and {ſo that all you 
have ſaid againit it itznifies nothing ; for any 
other Arguments, I know not one that [ have 
took from others. 1 have ſeveral Books a- 
gamtt Anabaptifts ſerur me, I know not ay 


C31 
I have read four Leaves in any of them to- 
gether ; it's well known I have not time. to 
read Books ; © I ſcorn to do as Mr. Wills tells 
& Mr. Danvers he hath done, to take 43 Pa- 
\r i © ges together, for the ſubſtance, out of Mr. 
18 © Zombes, all the while concealing his Name, 
1 | © contrary to the Law of Ingenuity ; and calls 
« him therefore a Nororious Plagiarie. 
of As. for an Anabapti/t, you tell me, You know 
mo ſuch Creature, &c. Though Preſumption be 
,. {| 0 Proof, as you fay, yet underſtanding what 
\& © your Parents were, I may preſume ſtrongly 
ar © that they would have you baptized when you 
» | were an Infant ; and if you were then Baptiz- 
» || <4, and Baptized again afterwards, then 
er | may well joyn the Prepoſition "Az, with Bap- 
\o. | fiſt : But you deny your Infant-Baptiſm ( as 
1. | you do mine ) to be Baptiſm, that was Sprizk- 
G. ng; 1 ſhall talk with you about this anon, 
when I anſwer for my ſelf. 
ell You tell me, / bave gor Tnfant-Baptiſm into 
4. | « {itle Corner : Not fo little as your Mr. Dan- 
by © 4tr5,, who tells us, The _ are the 
ſubjetts of Baptiſm ;, which cauſed thoſe Refle- 
er, | ##0ns you tell me of. | 
Wi. For Baptiſm being a viſible Ordinance, be- 
on I} longing to a viſible Church, viſible Believers 
ny £2 Chriſt,. who do not by a icandalous Con-' 
ve | verſation give the Lye to their Profeſiion, theſe 
with their Seed have a right to the Ordinance 
of Baptiſm ; and this is not, io little a Corner 
a Ektt-regenerate, As 


[4] 


As to what you tell me, We ado not find one 
Infant in the Jewiſh Church, nor in any other, 
during- the Apoſtles dayes, Baptized ; this, with 
Where” do you find a Poſutve Command to Baptize 
Infants ? is the ſumm of all you can ſay, and 
have been anſwered ſo often, that it is 2 te- 
dious thing to write any more abont it : Yet 
premiling ſome things, ( not ſtolen out of 
other Authors, as you falily charge me ) I 
will give my Anſwer, though it 1s very like 
ſome have given at leaſt ſome of the Anſwers 
before, 

That ſome Infants have been under a Church- 
Qrdinance, 1s agreed on both ſides ; now what 
our Lord did in anſwering the Phariſee's Que- 
{tion about Dzvorce, I will do the ſame here : 
He '/ath. 19. 8. leads them to the Beginning ; 
ſo I will go to the Beginning, and enquire, 
bow came this about, what was the Founda- 
tion of it ? we find it a Covenant God made 
with Abraham and his Sced, Gen. 17. 7. Here's 
the Beoinnng. 

Let me with humble Reverence to that Tre- 
mendous Majelty, conceive the great God thus 
Treating with Avrahar. 

Abraham, thou ( with thy Father Terah ) 

liveſt here in eſoporamia *, among 

* A935 7-2. Idolaters, and thou ſervelt other 
04 gods as they do®; but from my 
* Dext. 4-379. Own tre& Love to thee*®, I that am 
the only living and true God do 

a now 


[5] 
now appear unto thee © : Come ont « A475 5. 2; 
of Haran, and follow me to a Land 
which I will ſhew thee ; there will I bleſs 
thee, make thee a Bleſling ; yea, ſo bleſs thee, 
that in thee ſhall all Families of the Earth 
be bleſſed * : And though I am the , 
abſolute Sovereign of the whole "_ " 
World, and need not be tied to ' 4nd 
any Creature, yet for the ſake of him that 
ſhall come from thee according to 
the fleſh f, in whom all the Fami- 
lies ſhall be bleſſed ; I will make a Covenant 
1- | with thee®, and not only with 
it | thee, bur I will make an everlaſt- 
>. | ing Covenant to be a God to thee and thy 
Seed " ; yea, with thy little ones', ,,, 
they ſhall be mine *: And though ; Dp. 20s 
ce, | you may truſt me upon my Word, 111, 12, 13. 
1- || yet to tye my ſelf more ſure to thee * Exc. 16, 
de | and thy Seed, and to ſtrengthen 2% 21+ 
2; | your Faith in my Covenant, I will add a Seal 
to my Covenant, and this ſhall be adminiftred 
e- | to thy Seed when they are but eight dayes 
us I 01d ': To your iced will I give my 1 g,, ,,, 
Statutes a nd my Judgments, which 7x0, 11, 12. 
) I will not do to other Nations ® ; ® Pſal. 147. 
_ Now upon my dealing thus with 79, 2%. 
_ your Seed, I require that they ' ſhall cleave 
1 only to me their God, and have nothing to 
do with the gods of the other Nations about 
them : Obſerve the Statutes and Judgments 
which 
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neg” 
® Dex. 10, Which1 ſhall give them". And ag F 
12, 20. for me, I know your Seed ſhall tt 


Exod: 23+ 13+ meet with abundance of troubles ; 
but as they havemme an All-ſuffici- þ 
ent God * in Covenant with them, | 
ſo-in all their troubles, be they National or 
Perſonal, be they Bodily, be they Spiritual, th 
let them look no further than their God in 
Covenant with them. If any of them fin a- 
gainſt me, as be ſure they will, and their 
Conſciences accuſe them, and fill them with |. © 
the fears of my Wrath, let them repent, and | 
lay hold upon me In this Covenant, and they 
ſhall find me a merciful God, pardoning Ini- Ch 

quity, Tranſgreſlion and Sin *” : 


0 Gt. 17+ I, 


P Exod. 34-6, 7- Are any of them afthfted and >&r 
Mica. 7. 18. wounded with the vileneſs and hat 


2 Chran- 33+ 12. - b- = 
me bunbled big. <ffuprion of their Hearts pthey rep 
ſelf grratly befor? CANNOT Purge then, they cannot ; 
the God of bis love me, and walk with me as the 
Fathers ; _— they would dg+-let them come "0g 
whom Go Wi5 to me their Ggd in Covenant, P 


in Covenant. 4 
: conſider the Seal of my Cove- P 


nant, and I their God can and will help them : weſs 
ie 20's. I wall cIrcumcile their Hearts to For 

*3=* .* love me*, &c. And thus, Abra- WW i=? 
ham, what I do with thee and thy Sced, the ay 
ſame will 1 do wiih others that arc not thy f xr 


Seed afrer the fleſh, but they own and give of G 
up themſelves to mg thy God, and -ſhall en- 


deayour to keep my Statutes, as I require of 
thee 


Fe as 41 
thee and thy Seed, they ſhall partake, and 
their Seed with them, of the ſame Covenant; 
and Seal of my Covenaut which *= Gen. 17. 12, 
- 8 thou doeſt*, 13. 

y Many Believers in Chriſt 70 come, there 
i were before Abraham, why did not God make 
this Covenant with Ezoch, Noah, or ſome 
1 FF others of them ? Whar is that to us? Eliby 
tells us, 7b 33. 13? He gtverh not account of 
any of hs matters ? . 

' Here we have the beoizning where the Lord 
exprelly declares the Seed of Believing Ab7a- 
Y I ham, to be viſible members of the vilible 
l- U Church with him, ſealing both Him 2nd Them 
F with the ſame ſeal of the Covenant, which 
* | was made both with Him avd Them. 1t God 
hath now ſince Chriſt is come, nulled and 
") Þf repealed this -Covenant with Abraham and his 
Seed, I ſay, if this can be infallibly proved, 
© | the controverſie between us and the Ana- 
baptiſts is at an end; for then, no Cove- 
nant, no Seal. | 

: But this the Anabaptiſts muit prove by ex- 
* * Wires Scriptures, elſe we ſhall not believe them. 


© I For, 

© 1. They require of us poſitive command, to 
"4 adminiſter the Seal of the Covenant to In- 
' I fants. Baptiſm »is a Seal of the Covenant 


of Grace : Gods Covenant with Abraham and 
his Seed was no Covenant of Works I am 


A 
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lure, To be 4 God to 4 Soul, is the High- __ 
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[8] 
eſt God can go; there is nothing above God. 
This 1s wont to be called Anima Faderis, the 
Soul of the Covenant of Grace; remove the Þ 11 
Covenant then firſt by expreſs Scriptures. They WW w: 
who will :buy by one Buſhel, and fell by a 7 
leſs, we know what we call them in Engliſh, W mw 
It you will buy by expreſs and poſitive weights, | es 
then fell by ſuch weight. 9, 

2.. God never made any Covenant with his © peo 
people, but 1f he repealed the Covenant, he 
cid it himſelf expreſly, and not leave it to us © Co 
to prove the repealing of it by conſequences, Þ bel 


which we frame. IT. 
(1.) He makes a2 Covenant with Abraham BW ma 
and his Secd, Ger. 17.7. wh 


(2.) He makes a Covenant with I1/rac!, © dy 
Deut. 5. 2, 3- God wade a Covenant mith us in 
Horeb, God made not this Covenaitt with our Fa- ſb the 
thers but with us, Exod. 20. and Ch.24. 7, 8. firſt 

(3.) God made z2nother Covenant with 1 
Tſracl, in the L21d of Adoab, beſide the Co- I bel 
venant he made with them in Horch, Dent. | cor 
25. 1. from 9. to the 16. v. 'ven 

As to the Covenant made at Horeb, or i but 
Sina, the Lord cxpreſly repeals it, Heb. 8. fore 
13. Vow that which decayeth and waxeth 0ld, exp; 
w ready t0 vamſh away. 3 

As to the Covenant in Exodxs, and Dente- @ wit 
r0uGmy ; When this people rejetted the promi- 
{ed.Seed to Abraham, the Lord Jetus, Away 
wth him, Crucifie him, Luke 23, 18, 21- «r 

CONT 


[ 9] 
continued in hardneſs and unbelief, God * 
breaks his Covenant with them, expreſly, Zech, 
he MW 11. 10. This Covenant of God with them, 
ey BY was their Feanty. This ſtaffe cut aſunder, that 
al 7 might break my Covenant, which I bad made 
h, with all the people. Rom. 11.19, 20. The Branch» 
s, MW cs were broken off becauſe of unbelief. Hoſ. 1. 
g. Call his name Lo-amm1, for ye are not my 
iis W people, and [ will no: be your God. 
he 1. But with whom did God break this 
us © Covenant ? not with the poor of the flock, who 
es, | believed in Chriſt, and waited upon him, Zech. 
11.11. Not with thoſe whom he had come 
2m mand to Feed, v.7, The little remnant with 
whom the Covenant ſtood firm, tho the bo- 
c!, | dy of the Nation were rejected. 
in 2. Nor doth he break this Covenant with 
'a- | the Chilarer firſt, but he calt off the Parents 
firſt, and with them their Children. | 
th As for the Chiiidren of Atrahbam attually 
0- ſd believing in Chriſt come, that God indeed will 
ut. & continue to be their God, and ſeal the Co- 
'yenant to them, as he was and did before, 
or © but not to their ſeed, as he was and did te- 
8. fl fore Chriſt came, name . the Scripture that 
ld, expreſly ſpeaketh this. 
3ly. If God hath repealed tais Covenant 
te- © with Believers Seed, then Paul was quite out, 


ni- W Eph. 2. 12. in his ſetting forth the miferable 
vay FF ſtate of us Gentiles, compared with the 7ews, 
nd viz. That we were ſtrangers from the Covenants 


B.3' of 


»-2, 


b—_- 


IO 


of Promiſe. And in Rom. 9.4. amongſt the 
* Priviledges the Jewiſh Church had, the Co. 
wenants are numbred for onez and among thoſe rev 
Covenants I am ſure this with Abraham and ney 
his Seed 1s one; yea the Covenant and the to. 
Seal are ſo conjoyn'd, that the Seal is called An 
the Covenant, Gez. 17.10, A. 7. 8. But as 


for us, not one Covenant did ever God make j 
with us, tho three times at leaſt, we find 7 
him Covenanting with them. But it ſeems ( 
that part of our miſery is ſtill upon us, and give 
not only ſo, but the believing Fews themſelves I 


have this miſery befailen them by embracing Þ|© fhor 
Chriſt, as to their Seed, from which they | ble 
were free before : They have loſt their pri- | to 


viledge, and their Children as well as ours, 2, 
are now become, Strangers to the Covenants of Þf| up 

Promiſe : But will any man that is not cor- Fl very 
rupt, but believes the Scriptures; ſay, - thas Kher 
Paxl was” out, he err'd in this. Rice 


4ly. There is ſuch a diſhonour offered to Flnfat 
Chriſt, that he by his Sacrifice ſhould break 
down the middle wall of Partition, Eph. 2. 14, 
Iy. between the Jews and us Gentiles, and 
make of twain, One ;, and now ſet up the 
Partition wall between the Believing Few FR 
and his Seed, and make. of One, rmain, di- 
viding between the root and the branch, and MWef Ir 
now their Seed are no part of the Mouſe, 
v. 19. SO expreſly contrary to the diſcourſe 
of the Apoſtle from the 13th, py. to the w writ 

Q | 
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of the Chapter, that unleſs God had expreſly 
revealed it (then I am ſure theſe verſes had 
never been written ) they muſt be given up 


to a ſtrange Deluſion, that can receive theſe 
Anabaptiſts Doftrine. 


From theie grounds I anſwer, to your Po- 
fitive Command to baptize Infants. 

(1.) There was no need that Chriſt ſhould 
give any ſuch Command. For, 

1. Thereis nothing more in Baptiſm, which 
ſhould make Children Subjefts more uncapa- 
ble of receiving it, and us to Adminiſter it 
to them, than was in Circumcilion.. 

2. All Chriſts Apoſtles were Fews, bred 
up in the Jewiſh Church, and. they knew 
very well the Covenant of God with Abra- 
bam and his Seed, and what their daily pra- 
Rice was in Adminiſtring Circumcilion to 
Infants, a Seal to the ſame Covenant that 
Baptiſm Is. : 

3. Infants now bave as much need of the 
benefits ſignified and ſealed in Baptiſm, as they 
bad then under Circumciſion. 

4. The buſineſs then, and what took up the 
ninds., of the Apoſtles, was not baptizing 
ff Infants, 'as how to bring men over to the 
atth of the Goſpel, to believe in this Chriſt, 
lie promiſed Seed; they who did believe in 
thriſt,, did declare their Faith in him, by 
ing baptized into him: But believing was 


. "= 
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the buſineſs above baprizing. So the Apoſtle, in 
1 Cor. 1. 17. Chriſt ſent me not t0 Baptize, he Dr 
to Preach the Goſpel : That Baptizing of Adult MI Pre 


Perſops, was not the thing they- ſo much 1a- I Knc 
boured 1n, as to have men believe i in Chrilt, ſca; 
tho they did baptize Believers, 'tis true. And 
5. Had the Apoltles removed Circumciſi- I of | 
on, and left no ordinance for their Infants of 
in the room of it, but ſhut the door againſt I chic 
them, who had been a thovſznd years 1n the the 
Church with their Parents ander an Ordi- 
nance ; this would have been an Objection FF _ 
of weight againſt the Apoſtles, and hindered I fitiv 
the Golpel ſpreading ; they ſhov!d have heard that 
of it with both cars, and we ſhonld have read now 
of it, who read ſo much whar a ſtir. there bers 
was for removing, and changing a' Bloody and 
and Painful Ordinance for a Better. Whic 
6. We read of the Baptizing of whole onh 
Houſholds. Children aſe zo be reckoned at be 
members of ozr Houſes, they were of Goas 
Houſe once, and are {till it 1 miſtake not 
the Text, Epheſ. 2. 19. While Pal tells us, 
We Gentiles who were before Aliens from the 
Common-wealth of Tirael, v. 12. ( and were 
Tot Children then members- of the Common-W<nan 
wealth of 1/racl? ) are now fellow Citizens vhick 


and of the Houſhold God. And it is much thatÞe th 
in all the Houſholds Pau! baptized, therdffal L 
ſhould be no Children. cle: 


7. Baptizing of the Children of ProſeliteF 
Il 


[13] 
in their admiſſion into the Jewiſh Church, 
Dr. Lightfoor, ( a great ſearcher into the 
' practices of that Church } tells us, was fo 
known, ſo frequent, and uſual, that there is 
ſcarce any thing more known and uſual. 
And if ſo, no wonder tho we read nothing 
-_ of the Baptizing of Infants; the Baptizing 
'« (of the Parents who were not fo, that is 
& chiefly Recorded, and their Baptizing into 
ic I the Chriitian Faith, 


»n  (2-) As there was no need of a new po- 
«4 Fitive Command, ſo had our Lord intended 
rd that the Seed of the Jews believing in Chriſt 
aq (now come, ſhould be denied to be viſible mem- 
-re bers of the Church, as they were before, 
dy and debarred from the initiating ordinance 
which they had beſore; I am aſlured and 
confident, he would have declared ir expreſly, 
It being ſo contrary to Abrahams Covenant, 
under- which all his Seed had lived to this 
day, wherein Chriſt ſuffered from Abrahams 
time. {n him all the Nations of the Earth ſhall 
bleſſed, he told Abraham; and is this 4 
bleſſmg, to turn all our Secd out of the Co- 
Frenant, and deny then the Seal of it to them, 
which we enjoyed before he ſuffered ? Verily, 
ie that was ſo careful to remove a Moſai- 
MFcal Law out of the way., about the eating of 
inclean Creatures, As 10.14, 15, 16. that 
:-oeffil Might not be a ſtumbling block to Perer 

| B 4 now 
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now going to-the Gentiles, and by this re- 
peal of that Law, the Jews might admit, 
and eat Swines fleſh at their Table ; would ' 
ne I ſay be ſo clear and expreſs, to tell the 
Fews, they might bring a Hog unto their Houſe, I. bet 
and would he not be as clear and expreis, | ma 
in turning the Seed of Abraham out of his ſl 9, 
Houſe, in which they had been longer than I 35S 
Moſes Law againſt Hogs, and deny them the I mc 
Seal of his Covenant, which ſo long they had |} Ol 
enjoyed ? Let any conſiderate man who is not I bin 
miſerably blinded, judge. the 


(3.) From that Text, As 2.38, 39. Mon- 4 
fieur Claude, a very learned French-man, and | uſe 
Sufferer in this laſt French-Pertecution, but I tic 
now dead, anſwered his Popiſh adverſary, | the 
telling him, Thar remaining in the Principles of mifi 
his Sett, he could have 1 rational aſſurance of | mf: 
the validity of his Baptiſm ;, that the Baptiſm | one 
of Infants was good, and that the Anabaptiſis | 1o, 
mere in an Errour, hence he muſt return to the 
Communion with the Church of Rome, Gr 

He tel's him, he need ſay but a word to I tin 
- that, As 2. 38, 39, This Scripture, ſaith he, @ 18 
hath clearly eſtabliſhed Infant. Baptiſm. For WW of 
ſice Baptiſm ought to be. given to them to whon FF. dr: 
the Promiſe 1s made," and that 1s made to ow W old 
Children as well as to us, t ought to be given 
ot only to us, but wito dur Children, 

Your Mr..6rif.. told us this was no on 
man 


ſ15] 


mand to baptize, but an- encouragement. But __n 


| pray do the Scriptures uſe to encourage us 


'to that, which is not our Duty ? When God 


wade that Everlaſting Covenant as he calls it, 
between Abraham and his Seed. there is com- 
mand ſtrict enough given to Scat 5, Gen. 17. 
g, 10, I1, 14. And tho the Scal be changed, 
2s the. Worſhip of God in the New Teſta- 
ment is changed from what it was in the 
Old Teſtament ; yet the ſecond Command 
binds us toobſerve it, and keep it pure ; ſo 
that command binds us to Seal the Covenant, 
v. 9. for he calls the Seal the Covenant. 

And becauſe the word 7zxv&s Children, is 
uſed in this Text, 1 ſhall give the Reader no- 
tice how you would cheat him, in telling him 
the ſignification of the Worg, p. 5. 7#«v%, ſig. 
mifies Off -pring of growth or Stature, but Epip ſig - 
mfies an Infart';, 1ay you. But does it ſignitie 
onely ſo ; you would perſwade your Reader 
ſo, telling him bat pipes ſrontfies an Infant. 

Let the Reader that hath s$kill in the 
Greek tongue, ſee where the word is the firſt 
time ined in the New. Teſtament, Math. 2. 
18. Did Rachel weep only for her Children 
of growth and Stature? what age theſe Chil- 


. dren were of, v. 16. tells us, from :wo years 


old, x84 zamwrep®, and not any above two, but 
under two downwards, if to a fortnight or 
week old ; thus again, 1 Thefſ. 2.7, as a 
Nurſe.cheriſheth her 7:«7a Children, What 

Logs | __ onely 


—_—_ 


onely her Children of growth and ature? | 
told over two. and twenty Texts more 
where the wcrd 1s uſed -properly, and fjig- 
nifies little Chiidren as well zs Children of 
growth; and two or three of them princi- 
pally, lictie Ciiiidren z and that £p499 ſigni- 
fies onely an #:/2z: , then Timothy knew the 
Scriptures Witen he was an Infant, 2 Tir. 3, 
15. Tho this word we never contend a- 
bout. 

Thus you do with the word Baprize ; but 
of this in its place. 


|W——— — | —— 


ts 


CHAP. II. 


Ow I comegto my wiearned Queſtion, 
as you call it. 


Q. Since God was ſo gracious to make a C0- 
venant with Abraham and his Seed, and it did 
then conſift with his Wiſdom to conftitute his 
Church of Parents and Children, while the Parents 
did Believe in Chris to come ;, why may not 
conſe5t with his Grace to continue that Covenant, 
and with bis Wiſdom Fill to conftitute bis Go- 
ſpelt Church of Parents and Children, the Jews 
pow believing in Chri#t, come ? 


1 might have added in my Queſtion, that 
Cove- 


—_ — — —. 


Covenant Sealed * but Mr. 
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* Gen.17-9. Will 
force it - ſezms to 
carry, If no Seal 
no Covenant, the 
Seal being called 
the Covenant. 


Tombs, who is the ſtrongeſt 
adverſary to Infant-Baptiſm 
that ever wrote, he yields that 
if Children be members of 
the Church with Parents, then 
they muſt be Baptized; ior 7 grant ( faith 
he ) that Baptiſm 1s the way and manner of ſo- 
lemn Admiſſion into the Church, I mean the Re- 
ular way. And we were told by one of this 
party, that Baptiſm zs the Form of a C hurech ; 
and would bear us down that Dr. Owen haths 
delivered the ſame, and this he urg:d with 

great zeal. 

If then no Baptiſm, no Church : for for- 
ma'eft cauſa per quam res eſt, id quod eſt. The 
ſame Perſon denicd all Baptiſm but by Dip- 
ping : Whence it follows clearly, there are 
no Churches in the world, but theſe Dipt 
Churches; hence they deny Communion with 
all Churches, . for they want the Form. 

Let me before I come to conſider his An- 
ſwer, to adde one Scripture more beſides 
what I have mentioned before, that is, Rom. 
11.28,29. which ſpeaks of theſe Fews broken 
off. Touchino the Eleftion (1 conceive tho it 
be true as to eternal EleCtion, yet that 1s 
not here properly meant, but that choice 


of them for his peculiar people, which 1- | 

ſes mentions twice together, Dent. 7.6, 7.) | 

"phey are beloved ( with a Love of good will | 
to Þ} 
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[18 ] 
to them ſtill) for their Fathers ſake ( not me. 
rit of them, but becauſe he loved thy F athers, 
Deut. 4. 37- And becaute he made his Cove. 
nant with their Fathers to be a God to them, 
and - their Seed, wth theſe Fews are ; de- 
ſcending from t!: '- Fathers, even in the lat. 
* Return they ter dates if they return to the 
ſhall. Rom. 11. 4074 taeir God%*, he will not 
26. 2 Cor. gz. forget the Covenant of thy Fa- 
16, thers. ) Deut. 4. 30,31- 
. For the gifts and calling of God, &Cc. v. 29. 
*Take the words with reſpeC&t to the Fews of 
whom he ſpake before, chooling and Adopt- 
ing the Poſterity of Abravam, and engaging 
himſelf by Covenant to them, are inviolable , 
their Priviledges ſhall be as high as ever, not 
ſhut out of the Church from their Parents, 
and denied an Ordinance, as now the Ana- 
baptiſts do. 

[ demanded a Scripture to prove, it doth 
not. conſiſt with the Grace and Wiſdom of 
God, &c. I have given. you ſeveral Scrip- 
tures, after the Conſtitution of the Church 
in Abraham, and you tell me of 4a Covenant 
of grace made with the whole world in the pro- 
mifed Seed to Adam, and that Adam, Noah 
and all Inttle Children lived under a Covenant 
of Grace : more than 2000. years, daring all which 
time no Infant ( you might as well ſay neither 
Adam, nor Noah ) was concer#'d in Circumciſi- 
oz or Baptiſm, and yet were as much of the 

| Church 
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Church as was needful for their Salvation, &c: 
- And to what purpoſe js all this? your 
, Nlearned anſwer to my unlearned queſtion fig- 
= Bl nifies nothing. Was that my Queſtion, Whether 
there were any Covenant of grace before this with 
Abraham ? or whether any were ſaved before A- 
Wahams Covenant ? I pray Mr. Grantham ſtudy 
you Logick better, and underſtand what 
that fallacie pnoratio Elenchi 1s, which now is 
- Eyours, before you make ſuch a noiſe of dil- 
puting Doctors out of the room. 
2. One word about Noah, then I will tell 
þ Nyou what my Queſtion is. If by Noah's Co- 
(- Frenant you underſtand a Covenant of Grace, 
&£ Mlam not clear in that; I take that to be a 
'3 FECovenant with all the Creatures as well as 
t Fnith Noah, that God will drown the world 
S, Fo more: So the Rainbow which common- 
i- Wy appears with rain, is both a fign and 
ſeal of this Covenant. God uſe to: ſeal his 
h F[Kovenants. But why ſhould God make a 
ft {Covenant and ſeal it with Creatures that do 
>- Wot underſtand it ? Read our firſt Annota- 
n Fions on Ger. 9. 10. And you ſhall find 
7 WMhis; The Covenant of God may be made 
)- Ub, and the Seal of the Covenant applyed to 
Ih W[Wreatures that have not the uſe of reaſon; which 
Jt ſerve to refute the Anabaptiſts fancy in deny- 
L the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm no Infants, 
r | Hence I put the Attribute of Wiſdom, as 
!- Will as Grace into my queſtion, becauſe the 
ve Argu« 
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Arguments which the Anabaptiſts bring a- 
gainſt Infant-baptiſm, do as much ſtrike at 
the wiidom of God, in making a Covenant 
with the ſecd of Abraham, and command- & Hi 
" Ing them to be Circumciſed on the elghth I] he: 
day. What? to make a Covenant with them Þ 4 
that doe not underſtand it ? to Circumciſe ÞÞ ar 
and ſeal a Covenant with them at eight days W Ro; 
old, when they do not underitand it ? what | 
to have children members of the Church with Þ wa 
parents, when they do not underſtand it? I Sta 
Let them ſtay for this Covenant, Circumli-  &c 
cion, and ,Church-memberſhip, till they be | Ch! 
rather ezhteex years oid, that they may un-If diff 
derſtand theſe things, and ſee whether they Þ mac 
do believe, repent, and walk as their Father Þ whi 
did with God; then admit them. This is & God 
the Anabaptilts wiſdom in denying Intant-  N 
Baptiim. gre: 

Now I come to my queſtion, and ſhall £ Tha, 
mzke it 2ppear youranſwer ignites nothing. ther 
You tell me of a Covenant of grace made with lyes 
the whole world in the promiſed ſecd to Adam, WBelii 
&c. . 1 tell yer, while Adam, Noah, and A- them 
braham lived under that Covenant made franc 
with the whole world, God was pleaſed to make Net t 
a Covenant with Abraham, and with none 
other but Avraham, that he would be his God, 
and the God of his Seed, and ſealed this Couc- 
nant : by which Covenant God aid ſeparate, and Fenouy 


Divide ali Abraham fecd from the warld, ; Hving 
071467 
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a- | wnder that Covenant you ſpeak of. Hence we 
at | poor Gentiles bclicving in Chriſt, are called 
nt | Abrahams Seed, Gal. 3. 29. not Adam's Seed. 
d- £ Hence Abraham 1s called the Farther of all Be- 
ith | kevers three times In Rom. 4. 11. 16. 18. not 
em | Adam, nor Noah. Hence beiicving Gentiles, 
ic are ſaid to be grafred wo Abrahams flock, 
ys I Rom. 11. 17. not into Adams, nor Neal,s, 

hat Hence my queſtton is, By whet Scripture 
ith warrant you Reduce our children into the 
it? | State of the Children of Adam, cr Noah, 
nlt- | &c. ſince we z2re never called ary cf their 
be | Children, but only Abrahans; whoic ſeed 
un- || differ from theirs by a ſpecial Covenant 
hey | made with tiicm, ard ſealed to them? To 
her | which of them Cid God ſay, I will be the 
3 IS God of thy Sted, and I will ſeal tort ? 

nt- Now iuppole that wae true, which is the 
great buſlinels of your P:mphlet, to prove, 
That all Infants dying ſuch are fazed; that 
thereby you might take off the Odium which 
lyes upon you, for ſhutting the Children of 
Believers out of the Church, ard denying 
them Baptiſm, they being all under a Cove- 
lant of Grace mede with Adam, as you ſay ; 
yet tell me, 

I. Isthis Covenant of God with Abraham's 
ked in Yain ? docs the Holy One make vain 
Covenants ? As to his Sced, they were well 
enough before under Adam's Covenant ; if they 


vin; Wide, or if 1/ace dye before he be eight daies 
14er old 
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old he 1s ſaved, 10 that this Covenant might 
have been ſpared. 

2. If their ſeed dye while little ones, I 
hope they are not further from Salvation] by 
this Covenant, nor have Parents the leſle 
hope of their Salvation by it, but I think þ 
much more: Two {trings to a bow arc t| 
ood. 

: 3. Doth God diſcover his Grace to Sinners n 
more than needs? I am ſure this Covenant, Þ <6; 
and Seal maniteit Grace. to 

4. Can poor, loſt, undone Sinners have by 
too many wales to lay hold upona Holy, Jult Y. þ- 
God, when they are under their fears and q; 

+ ſenſe of Sin? And have not the Seed of Believ-Þ þ. 
ers one way to lay hold upon God by this Cove-fÞ x, 
nant made with their believing Parents, when Þ jy 
their hearts would be returaing to God ? IF 5,; 

4 to all judicious Chriſtians, ſound in 55 

oment, and upright in heart. As to thefÞl jn 
ENT I have tound, and declared it to joy 
others, you make 2 ſcofſe at me. p. 6. | ] 
will be with you by and by, Mr. Grantham. tho 

Yet aga:n, as to that notion wherein you] try 
ſo much glory, and have made five remark-# Go, 
able Demonſtrations, as you call them, to prove ay; 
It ; you muſt make three more Demonltrati-Þ oy; 
ons or clic theſc five will not do the feat. hea! 

t. That God fayes thoſe who are under by 1 
that Covenant, without any Condition 3 that 


Covenant having no Condition in it. Name 
ths 


[23] 
the Text I Pray Some of yours have na- 
med Rom. F. 18. but the Riohreouſ: »f 5 of Chriſt 
mentioned 1n That Text, 1S the :aterial or 
meritorious caſe of ou - juſtifica tion from all 
Sin, Adams Sin, Or9mal Stn, and Actuzl Sin, But 


how this ris] htcoutneſls comes 09 be rs, whe- 
ther with « Condition, Or not, It ſpeaks NO - 
thing. So thet irom that lext an J1zfanr 


can argue no more 1or its Juſtification and 
Salvation, than an Aault perion. It onely 
telis us there 1s tach 4 rtghucouſaeſs provided 
by Chriſt, by which we are jaitihed, bur ifit 
be not imputed to us, neither Infant nor A- 
dult perion 1s the better. How it comes to 
be Crs, other Texts tells us. Rom. 3, 30. 
Rom. 5. 1. Rom. 10. 4. &. 2: It we be 
juſtified from Adams Sin onely, are * we then 
juſtificd to life, as the Text ſpeaks? I think 
not. |] Suppoſ: we ſhall find tome other Sin 
in Infants tho? Mr. Grantham and his tol- 
lowers deny it. 

Hence Mr. Griffin, wlen he had _ me, 
tho" I was an old Man, yet 1 want learn; very 
true, Mr. Griffz, but & ws ſhall 1 ! (earn? 1his? 
God ſaves Infants dying ſuch, out of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, Nor by it; or «7 It, but 
out of it ? This was News indecd, I never 
heard it before, nor believe it :.iter: Bur 
by this, he avoids ( if it were true) Faith 
and cRepentance, the Conditions of the Co: 
VenanTt, 

C 


2, You 
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'-2. You muſt Demonſtrate, that by this 
Covenant he ſaves thoſe who have loſt the 
Image of God, and are corrupt by nature, 
tor Infant Regeneration, and Heart Circum- 
ciling 1s denyed by yours, and you. 

3. You mult Demonſtrate, that tho' In- 
fants have not actually ſinned, againſt the 
Covenant of Grace, yet they have not 
Unteliet and 4mpenitency ſemmatly, which 
are quite oppolite to the Covenant of Grace. 
\. * You ask, at the end of your firſt Demon- 
itration, P.21. ÞAAs for poor Infants, what evil t 
have they done ? bat I ask, | 7 

1. How arc Infants borz? [ of this after- tl 
wards.) S, 

2, Do you ask what have they done ? y 
Did you never ſee Revenge, Wrath, Pride, tl 
Envy, Self-Love, Rebellion againſt, and ſtrikins tt 
of Parents, aCting in little Children ? Bleſled to 
Auſiin. oblerved a ſucking Child, + that was © 
not able to articulate a word, look with a | yc 
Countenance even pale with envie upon his Þ m 
| fellow ſuckling, which ſhared with himinthe IE ge 

+ {ame milk; which made that Holy Man cry 
out, Ub: Domine ? quando Domine ? Where 
was the Place, when. was the Time, that £ na 
I was an Innocent. Creature ? ou 

Yes, Sir, Mr. Grantham will tell you, 1:- Y me 

 Jants are imocent, Þ. 13, This is the firſt part I ſhe 
of your Anſwer. | 

2+ Then you come toa Second, and that 
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is, by putting a Queſtion to me ; therein tell. 
ing me, my wunlearned Queſtion is guilty of no 
L more Reaſon than this : Since God was ſo Grati- 
- ous, and #8 did conſiſt with his Wiſdom, to give 

Abraham 4a Command to offer up his beloved Son, 
| as-a ſion of Chriſt to Come ;, why may it not con- 
e fit with his Grace and Wiſdom, for us of our 


JL own. heads, without any Command from God, to 

h offer. up every one his dearcſt "Child, in remem- 
oy . X 

A brance that Chriſt us come ? 

I- Ay, now ycu ſtitch it, Mr. Grantham ; you 


ms tell me, p. 6. Thar I was aſleep when 1 was Bap- 
tizid : You do fo jos me, Mr. Grantham, with 
I- theſe words, Fables, Fancy, Concert, and your 
Scoj's, with which you are pleaſed to fill up 
FT; your Lines, that I think I ſhall be awake by 
te, that time I come at it, to Anſwer it : Bur for 
no the preſent, you haye laid ſuch a Qneſtion 
ed to mine, to 1iluſtrate how much Reaſon my 
as | Queſtion was guilty of, that if when you laid 
a I your Pieces together to make up any Gar- 
his Y ment, you did not lay them more even to- 
he | gether, you were but a plain Bercher, 
TY Come, lay the Queſtions together. 
TC 1. My Queſtion 1s about a Gracious Cove- 
at £ nant, lay your Queſtion to it, Is it a Gract- 
ous Covenant ? Did God give this Command- 
In- © ment to \ Abraham to offer up /jaac, that it 
ſhould be an Example to us, to cut our Chil- 
drens Throats when he commands it ? Did 
God ever command others to do it ? But God 
.”; C 2 made 
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made this Covenant with all Abraham's Secd,and 
ſtrictly commanded them all ro: keep the Seal 
of it, upon the danger of Cutiing them off 
elie, as Moſes had like to-have found it. 

2. How do you prove that'the end of God r 
in Commanding Abraham to offer his Son, was, I 
that it ſhould be 4 St22 of Chriſt to come ? the 
Text faith plainly, Ger. 22. 1. The Lord tempt- 
ed Avraham : The end was to try Abrahgn's 
Obcdicnce z; whence v. 12. he ſaith, Now I 
kow thou feareſs God. 2. It fo, then Iſaac's 
Throat muſt have been-Cnt and dye: As all 
the Sacrifices which did typifie Chriſt, they 
were all killed ; thongh it was 1n his Wil, {0 
it was In Chriſts /:/, 2nd Actually Cone. 

. Gods Aft towards Abrahom in this Caſe 
was an Att of meer Soveraton'y, but his Act 
in my Queſtion was an AC of meer Grace : 
You fay {o indeed, but ?tis not true, it was a 
great Tempting, of Abrabam. 

There is 2 vaſt difference between a tl 
Command and a Prowije + In my* Queſtion it S, 
runs thus, Abraham, I will be thy God and at 
Tfaac's C' a; In your CE It 1s, Abraham, 
go Crt I, aas's Throat : A great difference be- m1 


A, kw. ay 
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tween what God will do and we ſhould do. + fc 
5. Come we then to'Circumeiſron, which was 

a painful Ordinance, and therein "the Sovc- r: 

Talgnty of God and his Command did appear ; P: 

yet conſidering it as it was a Scal added to it 

/the Covenant, and did thereby help to con- bi 


firm 
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firm their Faith, in the Grace and Faithful- 
neſs of God, fo it was alſo an AC of Grece ; 
inſoranch thar, 

Firft, The Jews did glory in It, and did 

reproach the Genres that ha = It nor, | Sam, 
14-6. and 17. 26. Epbe. 2. 1 

Secondly, They did ſo prize ir tint it made 
a heavy ſtir in the Charches, when the Apo- 
ftles went about to remove 1: 3 and to this 
day they do Rd: rerain It. 

To Conclude, my Qneſtion 1s gro! mded aP- 
on an everlaſting Covenant, procec!1 2 from 
the pure Grace "of God, comiort able to Pa- 
rents, comfortable and advantageon: to Poor 
Children, when they come to underitand it ; 
with a ſtrict Command to have this Cove- 
nant upon thelr hearts, by impreſling the Seal 
of it upon their Children in all their genera- 
tions; which Covenant was never repealed 
to this day, and therefore that being in force, 
there 1s ſti!] a Seal belonging to it ; which 
Seal is Baptiſm, in the room of Circumcilivn, 
as Is clear, Col. 2. 11, 12. 

[ As for your Carping at the Word, Com- 
mand to Circumciſe, | have ſpoken to it be- 
fore. |] 

Your Queſtion is grounded upon a Sove- 
raign Command of God gLven to Abraham 11 
particular, without any Command to his Po- | 
iterity to obſerve; nor ever was obſerved, | 
but only by Abraham. 
GC 3 Now, 
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Now, how this Queſtion of yours ſerves to 
demonſtrate the little Reaſon my Queſtion is 
owlry of, as you tell me, let all men judge. 

The next three Paragraphs afford but little 
to take notice of : For, . 

1. As for our keeping our Baptized Chil- 
dren ſo long from the Lords Table, I hope 
they muſt farſt be able to. Diſcern the Lords 

Boay, and to Examine themſelues, 1 Cor. 11. 
28, 29. Though the Children were Circum- 
ciled at eight dayes old, yet they were not 
to eat the Paſlover till they came to ſuch 
years of difcretion, as to underſtand the mean- 
ing vf the Ordinance ; therefore their Fathers 
did teach them the meaning of it, when they 
took up the Lamb. Bnt our Queſtion is a- 
bout the Initiating Ordinance, we would have 
our Children under that berimes, under a bleſ- 
- {ed Covenant ſealed. God would not have 
them ſtay above eight daycs, unlefs the Child 
were Sick : And why eghbt ? we let the Jew- 
iſh reaſons alone, Icaving it with. his Wiſ- 
dom. God lays claim to them betimes ; they 
are ine, Ezck. 16.21. I and they are in Co- 
venant. Senſible things, as their Afſfictions 
in Egypt were, and fet forth in the bitter 
Herbs which they eat, were ſooner under- 
ſtood by Children, than ſpiritual things. 

2. Wherezs he ſaith, Repentance and Faith 
rere required of thoſe who were Baptized : Very 
true, of Adult Perſons, with whom Petcr was 
$45:/ Treating, 


Man. 7. 


well might he call for Repentance. When 
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Treating, A. 2. who had Crucified that 


Chriſt in whom they now were to believe, and 
into whoſe Name they were to be Baptized, 


Philip Baptized the Eunuch, At. 8. 37. If 
thou Believeſt, &c.'in the Meſſiah mow come : 
So was Abraham a Believer in Chriſt ro come, 
before this Covenant was made with him and 
his Seed : Iſaac was repnted with his Father 
a Believer 'in Chrilt, when he was Circum- 
ciſed. So I have taught, and it was my pra- 
tice, when I claimed the Covenant for my 
Child, and ſo dedicated my Child to him ; 
to examine my Coyenant-Interelt, my Faith 
and Repentance, as well as if I were going to 
the Lords Supper ; but that actual Faith and 
Repentance are required of Infants before Bap- 
tiſm, I know no Text nor Reaſou, more than 
before Circumcilion. 1] 

3. He ſaith, We do nor_deny Infants to be of 
the Church. ao 

Yea, that is the Church TI would fain have il 
Mr. Grantham define, and tell us where it is : 
So far as I can learn by his Book, Ir is 4 3M 
Company of Innocents, without Sin, without Or- | 
dinances ;, ( for ſo he ſpeaks of Infants, as we Ii 
ſhall ſee anon ) but what next, I know not; 
nor do I know Churches without Ordinan- 
ces; where the Goſpel ſpeaks of ſich, I keep I 
my ſelf to the revealed will of God, leaving 1 
ſecrct things to hin, | ; 
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Let him tell us how the word *xanae, which 
comes 4m 9 #4263 ab evocando ; becaule the 
Church is 4 Company Called out from the reſt, 
as Mr. Grantham Knows, icing a learned Gne- 
clan. How this agrees with this Innoccut and 
Sinleſs Company, to be Called on: ! 

It you ask me, how it agrees with our Bap- 
tized little ones to be Called? 1 Aniwer. By 
being; Branches of ſuch a root as is called out 
of the World, they are called with him the 
Root and Branches going tozether, and they 
Members of the {ame Church with their Pa- 
rents under- Ordinances. As 1/4ac was repu- 
ted a Perſon called ont in his Father Avra- 
ham, who was called ont from the Idolaters, 
and was Circumciſed under the 1ame Ordt- 
Nance with his Father. 

Therefore the Goſpel! gives to Parents and 
Children the ſme denomination : The Church 
Is a Company of Saints, 1 Cor. 1.2. and 2 Cor. 

-T. 1. So the Childr#n of theſe Saints are call- 
cd Saints, 1 Cor. 7. 14. But now they are Saints, 
«3-2: To Interpret this of Legmtimacy, is fo 
| groſs and abſurd a Conceit, that I wonder it 
| ſhould come into any rational mans TT houghts : 
[1 have ſpoken to this in my little Treatiſe, 
and many other worthy Divincs Letore me, 
have given the ſenſe very clear and plain z bur 
when God. will blind mens eyes, ( when be- 
| fore they will ſhut their eyes againlt the Light ) 
how ſball they ſee ? But this Text will alſo 
warrant our Practice, CHAP. 
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CHAP: NL 


Aving done with my firſt Queſtion, you 
lay, Let us hear your ſecond Queſtion ;, you 
ſhall Mr. Grantham, "tis this. 


Q. If God hath repealed his Covenant with the 
believing Jews ſeed, turned their Children out of 
- the Church, and deny them Baptiſm, though the 
- | Jews truly believe in Chriſt come ; What hath 
- | God left in the room of theſe, that carry any ſhew 
» of bis Bleſſmo, or good will towards their Children 
q during their Infant-ſtate ? 


1 Here you tell your Reader, there is Ambi- 
h EWguity in the Words, Covenant and Church : 
-, DE None at all, Mr. Grantham, you know the Co- 
- FErenant, and what the Church of the Jews 
5, was. You ſay, That I yield they were in the 
oO RWCovonant, and Church-members, before they were 
it [Circumciſed : Very true, I hope we do not 
;: Pt our Seals before our Covenants ; firſt Co- 
renant, then Seal. Alſo, if they were not 
Members of the Church, they ſhould not have 
the Priviledge of the Church ; only their -Mem- 
verſhip is Compleated and Declared, when the 
nitiating Seal 1s applyed to them. As it is 
n Corporations, the eldeſt Son of a Free-man, 
| born 
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born in the Corporation, was a Member, and 
had a right to Freedom, but not compleat, 
nor acted till he took his Oath; fo the High 
Prieſt, Levit. 4. 3. was not a compleat High 
Prieſt, till he was Anointed. 

Then you come to tell-me, what Priviledges 
the 7ews Infants have now. 


(1.) They were free from their Fewiſh Church- 
Pate, Gal. 5. 1. | 

A. 1. What 1s this to the Infant that un- 
derſtands nothing -of it, but was in as ſafe an 
Eſtate before, yea, and better ? that Freedom 
15 nothing to it while an Infant. 

A. 2. And they were free from Abraham's 
Covenant, That God was now none of their God, 


and alſo from a Seal of that Covenant : This- Is ' 


a Priviledge with a witneſs ; do you and 
yours take it for me and mine. O wretch- 
ed Priviledge ! Do you call this Freedom ? 


(2.) They are devoted to God, by the Prayers 
of the Church ; warranted therein by the example 
of Chriſt, when little Children were brought to 
him, -— And accordingly we dcdicatc s 3 to 
God, according to our Capacity. 

A. 1. If Praying for Children be a Deatca- 
zo of them, then almoſt fifry years I have 


been Dedicatmo of Children to God ; but 1} 


read of no Dedication that laſted one Month 
togethexg in the Word. What, are you the 
: People 
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People that only Devote and Dedicate your 
Children to God ? I hope others as well as 
you, Pray and Faſt for them as well as you. 
Do you think that Abraham, and thoſe Ho- 
ly Men' of old did not pray for their Chil- 
dren, as well as Circumciſe them? A pitiful 
anſwer. | 

2. As for the example of Chriſt, it ſeems 
he will bleſs them ; and bleſſed he his name he 
will doit. But one thing here, Mr. Grantham, 
| muſt put you in mind of, which I forgor, 
when you anſwered my firſt Queition; Y3z. 
Chriſt did not appoint thoſe very Infants who 
were brought to him, to have his Ordinances im- 
poſed upon them, ſay you. 

A. Very true, Mr. Grantham, becauſe they 
were under Ordinances already ; theſe were 
fews Children, not Gentiles, he was not ſent to 
them as yer, nor muſt his Apoſtles go among 
them yet : As for Chriſtian Baptiſm it was not 
yet inſtituted, and would you have him impoſe 
it before the inſtitution. 

3. You tcll me, by the Bleſſno of Education, 
ſome Children of +7. or 8. years old, have at- 
tained to more knowledge, and experience of the 
Work, of Grace, who yet were never ſprinckled, 
than" multitudes of 70, or 8O years who were 


prinkled. 


T Anſ. As for your word ſprinklins, T will 


talk with you anon. 
1. And of thoſe, Children who were cir- 
cumciſed, 
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cumcifed, multitudes of them, tho they at. 
. fained not to ſuch. a knowledge of Chriſt ;  þ; 
( he was not then fo clearly revealed to their th 
Fathers ) yer tor Knowledge avd ſaving Grace, Hi 
they had it as early as yours every whit; iſ kj 
for all that we read of, that were godly infl - 
Scripture, were. ſo from tacir Childhood ;Þ Int 
we read only of Munafſeb, that was conve: t Fri 
ed when Adult. So among us, many l1-Y pl 
fants baptized, before and ulince your Ertour+ 
roſe up to trouble the peace of the Churcies, fl Gr 
and to be an inlet to other Errours ; I tay 4þ 
many ' Inſtances might be given of Childrenfl ren 
that before the age you mention, have diioope: Wa 
red the ſparklings of Grace. Old Mr. Blacker-Þ ren 
by that man of God, when he preached theſj ady 
Funeral Sermon for his own Daughter, Mr. fon 
Faircloughs firlt Wie, gave this TeſtimonyP wit 
of her, That from three years old, ſhe didCh: 
ſincerely fear God. A Child of four years 
old of a Neighbour by me, when it went to 
School to learn its letters, when it came this 
from School, would often go to the Fathers , 
+ withtheſe words, Father, I Love God, I loveB Yea 
my Father, I love my M5»ther ; but always 
firſt, I love God; the Child fails ſick, the 
Mother asked it, Art willing to dye? Yes 
ſaid the Child, I will go lye in Abrahams bo 
ſom. A Miniſter dining there, and return 
ing thanks after dinner, the Child lying ut 


the Cradle by, of its own accord lifted vu 
it; 
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its hands, ic he was ſpeaking, whew he 
had done, I& fall its hands and died. You 
cir that tell vs, God does not circumciſe the 
ace, | Hearts of Children, becauſe they cannot love 
ur; him : God confutes you. 

/ 1a 2. I deny not but God doth overlook the 
od; Infirmities of his People, and his Grace is 
e:t-M Free, and ſo works in what Children he 
11-J£ pleaſe. 

our} 3. But ſtill you declzre a lighting of the 
125, Grace of God in that Covenant of God with 
127 Abraham and his Seed, which we do reve- 
dren} rence, and bleſs his Name for; you take a- 
ove-El way that which is comfortable to godly Pas 
cker-Y rents, and to poor Children be ſure a great 
| thc advantage 3 reducing the Children of the 
Mr. foundeſt believing Jews, into the ſame ſtate 
n0nyE with their Children who are the haters of 
did Chriſt at this day. 


(3.) The third Priviledge you tell me, is 
camel this, Our gractous God by Jeſus Chriſt bath left 
atherfls ar open Declaration, that the Kingdom of 
lovof Heaven belongs to Infants; in which Declaration 
ways he hath not excepted ſo much as one of them. 

, tel 4. 1. What is this to the Infant ſtate of 
Mthe believing Jew, when as the Jew that hates 
Chrift at this day may ſay, This is as much 
2-4 Comfort to me; tho I hate and abhor to be- 
lteve in your Meſſiah, and my Child is in as 
hopeful ſtate as yours : yea ſo are all Pagars 
nd Mahumetans. 2. What 
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2. What, 'doth our Lord 4 Tot all 
the Infants of the World dying ſul, are member; 
of the Kinodom of Glory? It 1s not all one tofff Fj 
ſay, the Kingdom of Heaven conſiſts, as of AduirY jn 
Perſons, ſo, of little Infants ; and to lay, All nal 
Infants are members of the Kingdom of Heaven; w 
theſe rwo Propolitions difter, Mr. Grantharn. 

3. If it be true, it- was true before God} adc 
Covenanted with Abraham to be the God offl ; ; 
his Seed ; ſurely there was ſome bencht tofl yen 
Abrahams Seed, more than was in that Covc-fff out 
nans you talk of, elſe the Covenant was inf Taj 
vain. Did God ſay. to Adam, / am the Goda C 


of thee and thy Seed, and 1 will Seal my Cove-l key 
want with thee, and thy Seed ? diſc 
4. What Comfort is this to the Seed offRit: 


a believing Few, when grown up, and hath 
the Senſe of Sin and Pome xd of the more 
anger of God againſt him ? Comfort ? O whatErce 
a Torment doth this prove to think, When IF Rize 
was an Infant if \I had died, I had been fav- A; 
ed: O that I had died then, but now I am 
grown up I ſhail be damned ! {o that *tis a 
- great miſery to mankind, that God lets them 
live beyond the ſtate of lafants ; for let them 
dye while Infants they are all. ſaved, and 
what Parent that wiſheth the happineſs 0 
Children, would not ſay, Let all my Chul- 
dren dye while they are Infants, for thenfrenes 
they are Innocent ; if * Mr. Granthams . Do-fbapys 


Arine be true ; they. ſhould never fin apy Wain. 
God, 
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God, and certainly be ſaved. But the Child 
of a Believing Few grown up, and his Con- 
ſcience awakened, now. repeating hath a God 
in Covenant with him by Abrahams Cove- 
nant, to lay hold upon. Only Mr. Granthams 
Wiſdom ſcoffs ar ir. 

Theſe be your privileges; and now you 
adde, From all which you may ſee, God hath left 
w 3n the room of Circumciſion ( and of the Co- 
venant of being their God; why 1s this left 
out and Circumcifion onely pur in ? This is 
Taylour-like indeed, when they carry home 
a Garment, and ſtolen out cloath, that is 
kept behind. So you are ſumming up your 
diſcourſe, and tell your Reader of a Legal 
Rite, and keep back the Covenant, the main 
of .all, this is baſe Theft indeed: ) a far 
more excellent Teſtimony of his ſaving Pleaſure 
concermng Infants, than that was or any legal 
Rite what ſoever, 

And I fay, by all which your Reader, if 
he be not blind, may ſee, how you labour 
to delnde your filly People with words 
pretending to ſhew your great learning in 
anſwering my wo unlearned Queſtions, when 


andFJas they ſtand unanſwered ; and I doubt nor 
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but the Seed of a believing Jew in Chriſt 
may well ſay, If this be all we ger by our Pa- 


Lhelrenrs believing in Chriſt come, which this Ana- 


Do-IÞq 
ainlk 


it talks of, give us the old Diſpenſation 
ain: When we bad 4 God in Covenant to 20 
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200, and 4 Seal of his Covenant to help our Fatth, 
for now we have neither, and ſo our ſtate i; 
more miſerable by Chriſts coming than it was 
before, "> oh 

As for your Book of your Anti-Queries, 
to which you refer me; I will not give 6 
niuch as a ſmall Needle for it, I have enough 
of you, by what I red in this. 

As for Biſhop Barlow, if he be of your 
Judgment, as you'Þreſent him, yet I Queition 
whether he be Dy : Ask him I pray, and 
bid him not rejett the Counſel of God agaiiſt 
kamfelf, as you tell me I do. 


CHAP. IV. 


[| Thought I had done with you, when 
you had anſwered my Queſtions, but it 
ſeems no : There are ſeveral other faults you 
find wich me, and the firſt is about Elettior 
i my Senſe. 

I do not find the word Elefion mentioned 
in the p. 90. which you direQ me to; how 
then can you know my Senſe of it? nor do 
* you tell me what is your Senſe; this would 
run us into another cortrovertie, and then my 


Book would ſwell into that bigneſs, whichB 


I reſolve it ſhall not. | 
: Then you tell your Reader, Whilſt his Book 
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may cauſe many weak. Readers to think that Cir 
cumciſion did, and that Infant Baptiſm doth preat 
thinss towards their Salvation, &Cc, 

I do not make your Baptiſm by Dipping 
to be of that concernment to Salyation, 
that none ſhall ' be faved without it : but a 
few' words to both, 

And firſt for Circumciſion, becauſe your par- 
ty told me, God circumciſed the Heart of. no 1n- 
fants, and will not bave' then to be included in 
the Seed, Deut. 30. 6. but onely Adult _—_— 
for Infants cannot love God, as it 1s there ſet 
down. No more can you, tho you be Adult, 
anſwer it, Legally, But that 'God did not 
circumciſe the Hearts of any Infants, then, 
this I do not believe, upon this ground. 

I cannot conceive, how it can confiſt with 
the Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Goodnels of God, 
to Inſtitute an Ordinance in his Church, for 
Spiritual 'and Saving Ends, and {triftly ta 
command this Ordinance to be. adminiſtred 
to ſuch ſubjefts ( as Children of eighr dayes 
old ) which are not. capable to underſtand 
the ordinance, nor Co-work with God in the 
ordinance; and he himſelf not ro work with 
his own Inſtitutien, ! when and where he plea- 
ſeth, to the good and benefit of that Sub- 
jet to' whom it is Adminiſtred, this SubjeCt 
having. need of .the Spiritual good: Signified 


"and Sealed 'thereby.: It doth implicitely 


charge the Inſtixytion with  Fawry: And L 
:. D am 


—_; - , && 
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am confirmed the more in it, becauſe all ths 
godly mentioned in the ol Teſtament, ex- 
cept Manaſſeh, were ſuch as from their Child- | 
hood grew up in the ſervice of God ; ſo that | © 
I Queſtion not, while man did circumciſe 
the Fleſh, God did circumciſe the Hearr. 1 | © 
gave you an inſtance of a Child that died 
before it was five years old, that did expreſs 0 
' this love to God. Your reaſon hath thus 
much ſtrength in it, Becauſe Infants expreſs 
not the Atts of Rational Love, therefore they 
have not the principle of Rational Love in * 
them. 

The ſame I may fay for Baptiſm, being 
Chriſts own Inſtitution, this in the hand of bl 
his Spirit accompanying it, when and where 
he pleaſeth, ſhall be the mean to convey ſpi- 3 
ritual bleſſings to the Hearts of ſome Infants, || ** 


and prove to them the true waſhing of Re- n 4 
eneration ;, which I ground upon, Eph. 5. 26, in 
it. 3.5- 1 Pet. 3.21. Where Santhification, i 


and Salvation twice, are given to Baptiſm as f 
an Inſtrument in the Hand of the Spirit. 6 
How he doth it, I do not trouble my ſelf to W. 
anſwer, I leave that to him that Inſtitutes : ; 
If you can tell me how the water of Fordav 
cleanſed Naamans Leprofie, then poſſibly 1 Pl 
may tell you. The word impsTwe, I do not Þ 
now trouble my ſelf about. the fignification, | *** 
meerly becauſe I aim at brevity, How of- 
ben do we meet with Chriſtians educated 
ſg | er 
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der godly Parents, trqubled, becauſe they 


. could not tel] the Time, when God firſt be- 


gan to work upon them; it hath proved ta 
them a great objc{tion againſt 'the ſoundneſs 
of their Work. But it God did begin his 
Work 1n their Baptiſm, and Parcnts tollow- 
ed God by Prayer, for the bleſſing of his 
Ordinance, and remembrance of his Cove- 
nant, how could they know 1t, by reflecti- 
on upon themlelves ? 

As for that Joh. 3. 5. Whether Baptiſaa 
be meant by the Warer there, is a Queſtion 
very much controverted; [ marvel to read 
Fuſtin Martyr, Irenes, Origen, &c. All that 
lived next the Apoſtles, yea Torus chorus An- 
tiquitatis, as Marlorate ſaith, underſtanding 
Baptiſm by it, and yet all to be miſtaken, 
our firſt Annotatours upon the Bible ſeem 
©o ſpeak well upon it: This -I am fatisfied 
in, that the common anſwer given to it, that 
it is but of the import with 2a. 3. 11. Ho- 
ly Ghoſs and Fire, is no anſwer to it. For 
God did never inſtitute Fire, as he hath done 
Water to be an Element to conſtitute a Sf+ 
crament. But of all men the Azabapri/ts that: 
put. Salyation in Dipping, ( whence that filly 
woman, who told a Friend of mine, Had Z 
died before I had been baptized ( by Dipping the 
Weant ) 7 bad periſhed ;) they had need un- 
derſtand it ſa; then tho' Faith come - by 


&aring ordinarily, (1 hops all born degf- 
of Da ſhall 
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ſhall not therefore be damned becauſe they 
cannot hear, and' ſo- not: believe) yet God 
hath not ſo tied up himſelf to ove Inſtrument 
to work Grace by, becauſe a Carpenter is 
tied to his Axe it he will hew his Timber. 

-, Obj. If ſo, then baptize all Children, yea and 
Hen too, 

Anſ. 1 deny the conſequence. * For Baptiſm 
iS a Priviledge belonging to the Church, 
whereof the Children of viſible Believers 
(being Saints, 1 Cor. 7.14, ) are Members 
with their Parents; and therefore have a 
Tight to this initiating Ordinance, which 
Children out of the viſible Church have 
not. | 

Next you 'fall upon me for the Experience 
I have found of the benefit of the improving 
Abrahams and my Baptiſmal-Covenant ( which 
F never thought the World ſhould know, 
nor ever/ ſhonld have known it, had I not 
contraty. to my own thoughts been "drawn 
forth: to' appear! pablickly in this controver- 
fie, ) your 'Sentence* wþoh (it is: this. 

"Jt mould' make 4 welt '\man ſick, to ſee what 
work. he makes of #t,"for after all his ' ſhifting 
from- Poſt 10- Pillaz, che only, gets 'ftoniack; 10 'r6+ 
Jeet the Counſel of 'God aoainſ himſelf, Luke 
2. 30...” 27 th IPL 0 \ 

-'''For -my rejeCting 'the Counſel of God, the 
Holy God ſhall jadge between you arid me; 
and for: what-you ſroffe at; 1 leave - it to 
þ23.0r5 CL £Q learn- 
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learned, ſound, and holy men to judge.. 'Bat 
did all Children under Abraham, and their 

Baptiſmal-Covenant, improve them, and ' feel 
the advantage they have. by them, in. the 
time of their fears from ſin, they would 
flight. all the Anabaptiſts : Books againſt; In- 
fant-Baptiſm as much as I do; and..they 
might ſell their Books to the Tobacco Shops 
for other uſes, 

Come on. then, Mr. Grantham, I will take 
your Sentence into pieces, and conſider your 
words, Sickneſs, Poft, and Pillar, 

- Mr. Grantham 1s Sick, how ſhall we get him 
Cured? After ſome years Study of Phylick, 
I have been a Practitioner of it thirty years, 
and tho' I have not attained the skill-in it 
ſome men have, yet if you dare truſt your 
ſelf with me, I will aſſure you. I will do you 
no harm, if I cannot do you good. But 
what. is. your diſcaſe, Mr. Grantham? .I ſearct- 
ed your writing to. find it out; and at -firſt 
I thought. the ligns did not agree ; for in one 
place, p-,11.-you write thus : -/nfants, have 
no Iniquities for God to Remember, 'but only-Qri- 


ginal $in to Pardon; and 1n ſeveral places you 


tell us, Jifants are Innocent ; now . he-- maſt 
be a'more cunning Taylour than I am, who 
can ſtitch'theſe two words, Innocency and. Pare 
don tog=ther. I never knew Innocency needs 
ed pardon before z [that Aer needed it before 
his . Fall while he was Innocent, is a; New. 
= Wes - Notion 
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Notion to me; but notwithſtanding yon 
would have us think you acknowledge Ori- 
ginal Sin, that Infants are gollty of, yet this 
is only Peccatum Originans, by Imputation, but 
for that which is Peccarum Originatum ( as 
Divines do diſtinguiſh ) the inherent Corrup- 
tion of our fallen Nature; this you plainly 
deny, by telling vs they are Innocent, and 
corrupting that Text, Epheſ. 2. 3. And were 
Nature the Children of wrath, moſt groſly 
and abſurdly; ſo' that I-find your diſeaſe ly 
in your head, and you are very flick of the 
Diſeaſe called Pelagiamſm. A ptoud diſcaſe, 
to lift up ſinful man, and debaſe the'Grace 
of God; for you tell ns that Text, Ephef. 
2.3. P. 30. Is beſt Interprcted of the Adult, 
and quoting the verſes before, with ſome } g| 
variation from the Text too, which onght || 11 
not tobe in Qnotations, then you adde, and 
f6 were by Nature Children of Wrath. I have L 
not yet met with a man /o audacious to put {| fo 
4 word into a Text, which quite varies the || G| 
ſenſe of the Text; yea and makes the Text || 1 
ſpeak abſordly. This is ſare, they cannot || tv 
be Children''of Wrath by Nature, who arc 
not Children of Sin againſt God by Nature; | ac 
Sin onely canfeth Wrath : But I pray tel] | ne 
us, 'Mr. Grantham, what 1s Natare? Tthought | D 
Natura had been a Naſcor, Natus. Which is 
firſt I-pray, Nature, or Walking, and Work. 
ing, which' the verſes before: ipeak of? Can 
V3 Og SY any 
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any Creature move from place to place, un- 
leſs it be firſt an Animal, hath not an Ani- 


is mal a Locomotive Nature or Principle, and 
IT ſo this zature be the cauſe of the walking ? 
1 The Child in the Lap hath a locomotive facul- 
= ty, tho? as yet it cannot walk, it hath the 


y nature ;, and ſo the corrapt nature is the cauſe 
d of its walking Corruptly : this is excellent 
re Logick, the effeft to be before the cauſe: If 
y you conſult learned Men, they tell you, That 


ly Nature, vas, the word in the Text, Primo 
nc | figmificar generationem ipſam, ſeu nativitatem. 
C, Epheſ. 2. 3. Secundo ipſam reieſſentiam. Gal. 4. 
ce 8. Tertto ſunificat propriectatis ret efſentiales. 
ſ. S Pes tc | 

lt, This is your Diſeale Mr. Grantham, and I will 


ne | give you a Receipt for the Cure of it, infal- 
ht | lible 1 warrant you. 

nd R. Gen.5.3. Adam begat a Son m his own 
ve || Likeneſs, after his Image: The Hebrew words 
ut | for Libenef, and Tmare, re both the ſame in 
he Gen. 1. 26,27. God Created Man in his own 
xt || maze, &c. Theſe words, Hs own, in theſe 
ot | two Textsare quite oppolite. 

re Gen. 17.12: No need of Circumciling 1ſa- 
e: | acs Fleſh at eight days old, if his Heart 
ell needed no Curcumciling at the fame time. 
ht | Dent. 10: 16. & Ch.'30: v.6. Add to theſe* Fob 
14+ 4+ Job. 15. 4. Fob 25. 4 P/al- 51. 5- Fohn 
3.6; Eph. 2.3. This is Divine Authority, 
Mr. Grantham. | os 
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As for humane Authority, Grotzws. on - Lubkg 
2. 22. names ſeveral of. the Learned Greci- 
ans, and their ſayings, which ſhew they were 
not ignorant -of the Corrupt. zatxre of Man, 
other learned Men, quote many places out of 
Plato, where he ſpezks the ſame thing. . So 
Stobeus, yea Ariſtotl:, tho' a great Friend to 
corrupt nature, yet acknowledge, there 3s 
in us ſomewhat mquxss ey;Geaivoy TY Avyw, na- 
rurally repuonant to right Reaſon, AS. for the 


Romans, there are Tuly and Seneca, who . 


ſpeak ſo clearly of it, that I can but won- 
der at that Judgment of God, in giving up 
Chriſtians now, to ſuch Blindneſs, that they 
cannot fee rhat Evil which the' Heathen who 
had onely the Light of nature, could ſee, and 
leave their Teſtimony, againlt it;. yet. theſe 
men did not- know that Original Sin by J1m- 
putation, which 1s all you acknowledge. 

One word more, Mr. Grantham, and ſo I 


will leave,you as to this. point 3; you have ' 


been a great Profeſſor ſo.long, a Teacher, a 
great Writer : I doe but ,ask you, Were you 
never ſenſible of, humbled, and abaſed nn- 
der the ſenſe of this corrupt Nature,? Then 
God .keep me from the. Converhon, of thoſe 
\ men, who never were.. ſo. convinced of their 
vile nature, as to abhor- and loath. themſelves 
before God, pnder. the. Senſe of it: as alſo 
from them, who are thy chief cauſe of their 


own Converſion. 
| | x 
& \ 
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- know well, you will -allow Gods: Grace 
and Help ſome. room in Converſion : but 
there maſt be ſomething of our own above 
thar, elſe no Converlion, this Similitude 
will ſhew it clearly. After the Houſe of 
Commons have been a long time conſulting 
about a Bill, read it over -three times ; ſent 
it to the Houſe of Lords, they have done 
ſo too, both Houſes met in the Painted Cham- 
ber, and agreed; yet here is no Law, it muſt 
now be carried to the King, and if he faith, 
Le Roy le Veut, now it 1s a Law, and carri- 
eth power with it, before it had no power ; 
by this we ſee where the Supream Power 
lieth. Thus let the great God ſet Mmſelf 
to convert a Sinner, ule all his moral Argu- 
ments, from Himſelf, Promiſes, Threats, &c. 
yet if 1t doth not pleaſe the Imperial High- 
neſs of the Will, to declare and give. her 
Conſent, all Gods Actings come to nothing ; 
if it doth, then Corn is wrought. Let 
God heal the underſtanding of its Blindneſs, 
( which is done by a Phylical a&t ) and now 
lay Divine objects before it clearly, that it 
ſeeth them as they are, God, Chriſt ,  Holt- 
neſs, in their adequate goodneſs, Sin in ts 
evil,. and now. work ſo ſweetly and rational- 
ly, affefting the Will alſo by his gracious 


| Preſence with it, that now Senſ/u Compoſito, 


there is a. conſequential Neceſlity for.the W11l 
to follow the Judgment, elſc it were Brutiſh 
| | to 
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to talk of any kind of neceſſity, it is ſuch 
an affront offered to the Perogative, and in- 
toſſerable breach of the Priviledges of the 
Wil, that there muſt be a Liberty left to 
her, to admit, or reje&t all Gods workings, 
elſe our ears are filled with out-cries; The 
way of working I ſpeak of, gives roo much 
Honour to Grace ; and that 'God doth ma- 
nifeſt Grace to one man more than to ano- 
| ther, and conſequently it would argue an 

Individual perſonal EleCftion. Hence thefe 
men deny Regeneration to Infants, becauſe 
the Honour of their great Diana, the Liberty 
of the Wil, would be Eclipſed ; for their 
Wills are not thought to aCt in their Regenera- 
tion. We ſhall hear you ſpeak plain anon. 

- Now for the Poſ#, which is that, Mr. Grant- 
ham ? you name this firſt, and it ſtands firſt 
in my Book, Gods Covenant with my Father 
Abraham ;, tho' you ſroff at it, yet you ſpake 
very true, it is a Poſt indeed, not an Egyp- 
rian Reed, 2 King. 18.21. on which if a man 
lean, it will .o0e into his band. No; Mr. Grazt- 
ham ; | will venture ftill to traſt and lean 
uppn it, a very ſtrong Poſt to lean on, when 
a Man is weak. | 

Which 'is the Pillar ? The next is my 
Baptiſmal Covenant, of which the Poſt was 
the ground : then this Poſt and Prfar, in which 
the Grace, Goodneſſe, Faithfulneſſe and Truth 


of God-are engaged ; the Blood and _ 
\x ( 
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of Jeſus, fignified and Sealed unto my Faith 
in- | embracing both, ſhall- be to meas Fachin and 
the | Boaz the two Pillars in Solomon's Porch, 1 King. 
to | 7.21. to help bear up my infirm weak Soul 
1s, || in times of Temptation, for to them I hold. 
"he | Now, mock on Mr. Grantham. 
ach | One of your Tribe, a young confident A. 
na- | nabaptiſt, tells me, If you have nothing more 
no- || ro ſhew for your Covenant Intereſt in God, as 
an || being your God, than that, ( he referrs to that 
efe || experience I declare in my ſhort Treatiſe, 
uſe | which made Mr. Grantham Sick;) i#t would 
rty || be no better than a Lie in your right hand: but 
ieir | 1 have berter hopes of you. What are the ſure 
ra- | Notes of our intereſt in God, I ſhall not 

come to you to Jearn z but I look upon 
znt- || thoſe notes as good as your Self-Regeneration 
irſt Þ and Better. 
ther Next he falls upon me for being aſleep whex 
gke || 1 was SprinkiedandCroſſed, and deſires to know 
yp- | of me, what ground any man hath, his Parents 
nau || or himſelf, to Baptize any perſon. when they are 
mt- || aſleep? this is no idle enquiry, but calls for the 
ean || Conſideration of all ſerious Chriſtians, Thus Mr. 
hen | Grantham. bas 

You forgot your ſelf, will you allow us to 

my | Baptize, I was Sprinkled, you tell me : but 
vas | was I ſteep? Why wonld not you wake me ? 
ich |} Say, 1 was not born then. Your excuſe is ſuf- 
ficient, but how doe you know I was 
then ? I prefume ſo; but remember your Book, 


Preſuep- 
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Preſumption is no proof ; and ſure I am all Chil- 
dren are not aſleep when. they are brought to 
be Baptized. The lalt. Child I Baptized was 
awake, ſo might I be. | 
"'Baptiſm, is in the Application of the Wa. 
ter, and its odds ( to uſe. your words ) 
but the Water did wake me, it I were . a- 
lleep. If Iſaac were aſleep when he was 
brought to be Circumciſed, its odds, but the 
catting of his Fore-skin did ,wake him ; 
bur: ſuppoſe he had not,. was it therefore no 
Circumciſion, did it take away the efficacy of 
the. Ordinance ? This is a profound Queſtion, 
where ſhall we have a place to diſpute, 
ris it? The Theatre at Oxford, 
is not worthy of ſuch a queſtion ; it ſhall 
be * Merchant-Taylours Hall -1n London. 
Theti''you fall 'upon me, about., falling a- 
way. 
"1 do not remember, apy word I had about 
it. But this ſhortly 1 ſay, If it be true what 
yours prate about here, that a- Perſon tracly 
regenerate . may fall away totally and finally ; 1 
wonld never preach Comfort to any .regenc- 
rate ' Perſon, till I ſee him Dying, and ſure 
he.could not live.;- now. I ſee he hath perſe- 
vered to the end, now I- will preach Com- 
fort : 'So that all the, Exhortations of Chri- 
ſtians to Rejoyce, "Phil. 4. 4. 1 Theſ. 5. 16. &c. 
all the Conſolations of the Goſpel, may be 
laid by, for they all depend upon my WA, 
e 7 Fang ; wn up- 
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Suppoſe I have walked fifty years with God, 
and have but one month to live, whatſoere 
temptation to ſin may befall me in that month, 
I cannot tell; and what my Wiz may do I 
cannot tel!; Grace with Mutability would nor 
keep me in my Jnecent eſtate, then Grace, 
Mutability, and Sin, will not keep me 4n fal- 
len eſtate ; take away Mutability out of the 
firſt Covenant, fix the Will, there will be 
no need of a ſecond Covenant; and if this 
Covenant doth not provide ſome help againſt 
Mutability, we are but. miſerable under ir. 
Alas, what tormenting fears do many  Chri- 
ſtians live under for fear of. Non-perſeve- 
rance, notwithſtanding -all the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel for their ſapport ! 

The Doftrine of Damning of Infants, you 
cry out upon, and aſhamed you are, you Jay, that 
the Presbyterians and Independents ſhould be of 
that opinion, for others it ſeems 'tis no matter. 

I have read ezzht Opinions about the ſtate 
of Infants after death, Baptized and Unbap- 
tized, but I have not, ſpoken one Word 
about them : I leave fecret things to God. 

Then yon are aſhamed of my Conceir, and 
Dr. Ames Fancy, about 'the' Soul being Paſſive 
im Regeneration. I ſhall let it alone to ano- 
ther place : How do you look when you are 
aſhamed, Mr. Grantham? do you Bluſh? If 
you make me one - of the Aqdulterous Gene- 
ration; that will not- believe without a Mi- 
a racle, 


racle, 'as you ſpeak, yet I will not be aſha- 
med to fay, Regeneration is a Miracle. 

_ Some_.indeed do abuſe, Epheſ. i. 19, 20, to 
uphold this falſe Opinion, that none can believe 
without ſuch a power as by which Chriſt was rai- 
ſed from the dead; wherexs the Apoſtle onely 
ſhews that the Faith of Chriſtians doubts not at 
all, but that the ſame God which had power to 
raiſe up Chriſt from the dead, has power to 
raiſe us np alſo; this Power is irreſiſtible that 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead, Men and Devils 
cannot reſiſt it. But the Power of Gods Grace 
by which God works in men in an ordinary way 
65 not irreſiſtible, At. 7. 5. 

Indeed and indeed you abuſe the Text in 
reſtraining - the ſence to the Reſurreftion of 
our bodies onely, for Paul puts. himſelf in 
Ws nugs Ts mores Conlidering himſelf as 
a Believer in Chriſt, but Paul was a Phari- 
ſee, and the Phariſees did believe the Reſur. 
rection of the Dead, Atts 23.6, 8. So thar 
Paxl did believe your Interpretation, before 
he was a Believer in Chrit; but to make 
him a true Believer, yea to make Jews and 
Gentiles to believe in a crucified Chriſt ſa- 
vingly, to raiſe us up from the Death of 
Sin, to the Life of Holineſs, it will require 
as great a power, as that power which rai- 
fd «Chriſt from the Dead. Col. 2.12. ſpeaks 
the ſence clearly. For the reſiſtance ſpoken 
af,” A#.7- 51. A man' hath many Gluldren, 
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be commands them things juſt and good, he 


exhorts them to obey him, he promiſeth, he 
threatens, he corrects, ſtill they reſiſt him, 
and will not obey; thus did God with theſe 
Children, and they reſiſt; what then, what 
do you infer hence? Tho" God intends the 
Converſion of a Soul, and norks to attain his 
End, yet mans will may ſo Reſiſt him, that God 
ſhall fail of the end he imended : This muſt be 
the thing you would maintain, elſe the Text 
will not ſerve your opinion ; but God faith, 
Iſa. 43.13. 4 will work, and who ſhall let it? 
who? any mans Wil: Take you him, Mr. 
Grautham for your God, whoſe will you can 
ſo reſiſt as to make him fail of his end, 
when he Wills and Intends a gracious work 
upon the Soul ; and by this Reſiſtance of 
yours, Demonſtrate (to uſe your own word) 
that God is not moſt Bleſſed: to fail of ones 
Will and Intention is the want of a degree of 
Bleſſedneſs : my Will is Croſt, I cannot have 
my Will. 1 will fay with profound Brad- 
wardin *, Illum nolo, &c. 1 will * De cauſe Dei 
not have lim for my God, mho | y CH s 
cannot moſ® omnipotently make me 
both to Will, and do, what he Wills, 

The following Paragraph ſpeaks ſtrangely ; 
This ſtrange Dobtrine of damning the, greateſt part + 
of the World, and that before the World was, s ſq 
pernicious, that it makes God the Author of all Sin ; 
and more ſuch ufff, that I care not for _ 
Whaz 


[54 1 | 
What did you find in my Book, that you 
write at this rate ? you run into other Que. 
ſtions, that have no ground for them in my 
Book. 
I ſhall not concern my ſelf to give you any pf 
Anſwer : Only thus, p 
I know none that fay, that God made Men p 
to Damn them ;, that Damnation was the End 
wherefore he made them. F 
As for the greater part of the, World being n 
Damned, this offends you : I pray whoſe Opi- W 
nion are you of ? Huberus ? The, Promiſcuou p 
Salvation of All : Or are you of Calius Secundus 2a 
Curio's Opinion, That the number of the Elett 
and Saved, is much greater than the number of p} 
the Reprobate and Damned? whether you, or ne 
theſe, or Chriſt be trueſt ( Math. 7. 14. Few = 
find it; ) the Day of Judgment will determine. g 


i 
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Ow for a few- words. about Sprinkling, 

which about ten or .cleven times you did 
mention in your: four leaves againſt me.: Twice 
you tell me, I Sprinkle Children; and I tel] 
you Once, it 1s very falſe, -I never Sprinkle 
' any. : If you prove It ; ether - you Sprinkle or wy 
Dip ; but you do not Dip, Ergo, you Sprinkle : | 4 
deny your Disjunction, ſo your. Syllogiim 15 


falls ; 


[155] 


falſe : -Dapur. Tertinn ; there is-a third:: I do 
alway&s in. my Adminiſfration, . pour” fach a 


quantity” of Water: as may, clearly: hold forth. 
Waſhing, which is the largeſt liguthcation of. 


the. worp Baptize ; we Waſh by Dipping; and 
we Waih by Pow427 or Water. When you 
Baptize, ,your Tables, Mar. 7- 4. do you car- 
ry them to your Ponds or Rivers, and there 


Lo G (i ' 1.6 
dowzc them under Water ? [I never ſaw.that. 


Pradice jet; but to Baprize them, by Powring 
Wat, 0n,them, -is common : So did Elijah 
Baptize bis Hands, when Ekſha Powred Wa- 
ter upon them, 4k, 11. 38. with 2 Kings. 3. 
tt. Hd the meaning of. Baprize been only to 
Plunge” yndet Water, the Spirit -would- not 
have _diret<d his Pen-men to nſe the word to 
Tavles, 4 ot Beds, ) Elana, Veſjels, which 1 ſce 
often.cleapſed without ,Plunging' under, Wa- 
ter : The Greeks are; no; {o ſcanty for words 
that Aznihe Waſhing, as Ao, Nizls 
word"the Pen-mian uled Aer. 7. 3 
yer in the 4 v. he units Bar]imu!] - thc Sp1- 
ris of God 1s not ſo nice as you are. Hence 
Galtaliw, a Learned Critick, whom Arminius 
did much Honour, therefore you haye cauſe 


to hopgur him : he: on Math. 3+ 1.3, {alth,, 


BezZa rejects. the words Baptizo, and Bapriſ- 
Led $ Loa, » ' { © d g 
nus,, gled: by holy .Wrigers; and _uſeth Zavo, 


him,z,, DOL becauſe Zeta dunics the word Bap- 
Np: a3 ABLASba ou! Toon 


® wr. 
7 


, Which- 


ff ; 
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tizo to ſignifie Waſhing, but becauſe he depart- 
ed from other Writers'in that place. Thos 
we read, Heb. 9. 109. Arpaogyts BeTT1T wotsy Djz- 
vers Baptiſms : Dippitig was but one kind of 
Baptiſm ;, there were divers others, bur till 
they were Baptiſms. We' have then Divine 
Authority for our lignification of the Word. 
Nor do I ſee how that x Cor. 10. 1, 2. 
which your admired Plagiary, Mr. Danver:, 
makes ſo: much of, ſerves his turn for Dipping. 
Two things we are ſure of from Scripture : 
T. They walked through the Sea upon dry ground ;, 
this is four times -recorded : Is the lor 
dry when you Dip? 2. Itis ſaid, Exod. 15.8. 
The Floods ftood upright as an heap, the Depths 
were Conpealed, ( like Ice ; ) whence, Chap. 14. 
22. it is ſaid, The Waters were as a Wall uno 
them, &c. Then the Waters did not tonch 
them : Do you Dip, and the. Waters not 
touch them whom you Dip ? As for the Cloud 
Powring down Water, that agrees with our 
Baptiz3np. | | 
One Qneftion, I Pray ; Were there noChil- 
dren pafſed thorongh the Sea at this time ? 
Yes, no queſtion, thouſands ; then Children 
were now Baptized : Were they then oy 6 
zed with their Parents unto foſes, and ſhall 
they not now - unto#Chriſt ? Baptized they 
were ; that's the Queſtion. | 
_ But you tell me is your Prefage, how Chrift 
As 


* 'tn1 

tha... Baptized by Dipping ; and {o others. 

I Pray tell me, for I profeſs ſeriouſly, I 
could not tell how to Baptize by Drpping ; for 
a lictle Child I could tell, but not an Adult 
Perſon : Did they go into the Water, be it 
half way, or what you pleaſe, and then the 
Bapeiſt dipt the other part ? I would never 
thus' be Baptized my elf, nor would I fo 
Baptize. When you Bury, do.your Dead co- 
ver themſelves . balf way, and then you cover 
the reſt-? If 1 were to Baptize, being the Ad- 
miniſtrator, t mult take the Perſon, and Plunge 
hin wholly my fglf under Water, but then I 
muſt leave him at the bottom, for my ſtreagth 
could not take him up. 


_- Again, Though I know we may Bury a 
Man is his Cloaths, are you ſure they Dipt 
them all in their Cloaths ? theſe things are 
material to know : Becauſe we know that in 
Chyſoſtom's time, as Yoſſi tells us, upon a tu- 
mult that roſe about him, Women that were 
to/be Baptized ran away Naked ; ( your young 
Ruſtick Anabaptiſt tells me; What if Chryſo- 
{tom tels a lying Story,? though it were Yoſſius 
tells--it, but you may. judge the Man by his 
Languape, ) fo that they then Baptized Mer, 
Women and Children ,Naked ; ( ſomething be- 
fore thejr Shame we conceive. ) The Lord 
wauld not allow the Pejeſ to go up by Steps 
FP 2 to 


«a 


£883 
to his Altar, Thar thy Nothedneſs be ſcouered 
thereon, Exod: by. 7 

| heat you now Baprize your Females when 
it is duskiſh.; but why ſo? Baptiſm-is @/holy 
Inftiration, fit to be celebrar- 
ed at Noon-time; why do you 
not 'r-en' Baptize your -.Wo- 
men, and the” Younkers ſtand 
and look'on ? how comely this 
will: be'? "they mult alfo be 
ſe time tnder the Water; that the Water 
my ſogk. .throvgh, their Cloths. Nai! 

"Yet 7 as ro'this manner 'off Baptizing 3 had 
the Lord Commended Baytifm to be perform- 
ed by plungiug the whole Body- under *Wa- 
ter, in a Countrey cold, and where it was not 
the Ciſtom of the Peop le tþ waſh themſalves, 
(-unleſs ſome” Bbys and yorng Fellowsithe 
heat of 'Sumtner, 2s in our. Connrry,''E fever 
heard*of one Wotnan thet 'did-welſh' hee Aelf 
In.this thanner” in our Narion ) ther there\bal 
ben more reaſon to ut tAs matiner of Bapti: 
Zing; bot'for the Lord” wo Bftirate tfr1P4n a 
Ihr (:ofinfrey, where thisdow?ing thdcr VWarer 
dzet teen by prattice-a *thontand yeary*before 
Tis Ihifiroti ſo that How it” was'bondly*his 
rite! 4% rol 'm ake it bisTIfMieetlov, HE this 
Plunging, nytier water 'which hath'*been in 
ng, ſhall be'done # my Name, &c. 
King this fenifcatiotl, By -y 
Authority, 


T hoe thry have 1B 
Garment appropri- 
ared to Dyip$ing ;, 
bad John ſo ? then 
a 7 wg may as 
well, $6.0 . Cf 


progicel 
the Aro 
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[159 | 
Authority, this; alters. the Caſe very. much : 
This waſhing among them, being, partly for 


Pleaſure ; for Coulneſs , for Health, and fic- 
quent for Legal, Impurities. . | read in- Levir, 
15. three or four Caſes in which thoſe Ba- 
things or Waſhings were commanded at all 
times; and the 7ews tell us, the whole Body 
muſt be baptized, if but a finger were above 
water it , was nor ,rightly performed, (which 
it, ſeems one of your. Bapiilts obſerved, ha- 
ving -tailed in his Att,; tells the man he mult 
be Dipt again, as one. that ſtood by relates ; 
[ had it from a Friend who :knew the mau 
a; zealous Profeſſor betore his dipping , but 
aftcr-ir fell into groſs ,Vices, and fo died : .) 
had the Lord-given thoſe Commands iii Eng- 
land, many men_.aud women mult have lol 
their Lives, in an ordinary way. ._ - 

Hence though we read twice of being bu - 
rice 1 Baptitm, yet I deny that therefore we 
are always bound to Baptize by Dipping ; be- 
cauſe that Mode in that Country was Practi- 
led ;:many. hundred. Years before the Inſticuti- 
on, 1o that they did -but keep their former 
it was nothing 'to them. Bar the 
word Gnifying Waſhing, as we have Divine 
Authoriry for it, which is Gone as well by 
Pomrius ay by Plunvin? 4 and we read [0 often 
of. the Powring of the Spirit, and of Waſh- 
ing-by the Spirit and Blood of Jeſus, Waſhinz 
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of Regeneration, Prov. 1.23. Iſa. 32. 15. Ift. 
44- 3. Joel 2.28, 29. Ezk. 36, 25. (the Ge- 
neva Tranſlation, ) Eph. 5. 26, 27. Ti. 3.5. 
Apoc. 1.5. 1 Cor. 6.11. He that obtains theſe 
Waſhings, is as well as he that hath the ſame 
Bleſſings by Dippings. That Text Mr. Perto 
quoteth, Luk. 16. 24. 44, is very confidera- 
ble : Beſides what is commonly ſaid, the Bap- 
tizing of the three thouſand in AZs 2. it can- 
not be proved to be by Dipping : theſe thoughts 
I have. When there have been” a multitude 
to be Baptized, the Text have told us where 
they were Baptized, as Jordan Water, Acnon 
Water ; ſo in Feruſalem, if there were ſuch 
deep Waters to dip ſo many thoufands, where- 
abouts was it ? The People holding John for 
a Prophet, and there being Juch Rivers in Fe- 
ruſalem, why do we not read that John Bapti- 
Zed there, as well as at Fordan and Acnon ? 
We read of a contemptible Brook or River, 
Iſa. 8. 6. about Feruſalem; a Brook Kidron, 
2 Sam. 15. 23+ After John and the Commiſſi- 
on given to the Apoſtles, we do not read of 
any Baptizing in the Scripture which do in- 
vincibly prove 1t was by Dipping ; No, not 

* the Ermch; the going down to a Spring of 
Water, does not prove his being dow?z'd un- 
der Water. And for the Baptizings in Houſ- 
es, ſo often mentioned, that there ſhould be 
ſo much Water in their Houſes, is unlikely : 

And 


by Sf BY oye, mo me > 
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And the Apoſtles to take up luſty Men in their 
Arms, and Plunge them in thoſe Waters, is 
more than my Strength could do, and, more 
than any can prove they did. The Jaylour, 


Af. 16. an ordinary Perſon in a City, to 
have ſo much Water in his Houſe, is unlike- 
ly ; we ſhould not find ſo much Water in ma- 
ny great Mens Houſes in London. | 

Againſt this 'tis Objeted, AF. 16. 34. ſaith, 
The Faylour brought them into his Houſe after 
Baptiſm, v. 33. 

A. 1. But the Text mentions nothing of 
their going out of the Houſe, to any other 
place to be Baptized, that time in the night. 

2. The word 'Ar«zayvy, there uſed, ſignifies, 
to Canſe to Aſcend ;, and ſo is uſed, Luk. 4. 5. 
AF. 9. 39. and in other places : The Syriac 
word in the Text _ the ſame, being the 
ſame word with P02 in the Hebrew, which is 
uſed, Pſal. 139. 8. If 1 aſcend into Heaven : 
So the Arabick word in the Text, which the 
Lexicon -tranſlates, Aſcendit per Scalas, to AC- 
cend by a Ladder or Stairs : So that the word 
may refer to his bringing of them up out of 


, the Dungeqn, where he had put them for ſe- 


curity. 


For my part, I am of their opinion, whom 
I ſee to be the moſt Learned and pious, 
that the Apoſtles were Indifferent in the 
| E 4 manner 
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manner of Adminiſtration, whether by Dip- 
ing under water, to hold forth- the: Bury- 


-1wg with 'Chrilt, (ſo am I willing to Admini- 


ker 'it, if Parents wilt, ) or by. Pouring on 


© of: wzter, to fignifie the Waſhmg of Rege- 


neration *and pouring, of the Spirit, Pt. 3. 
5, 6. *&xt, and Waſhing with the Blood 
of Chriſt : Thar Blood which cleanſeth from 


all Sm, 1 Job. 1; 7: Onely ler me adde 


-” 


'this,*as *we pour upon the Fare immediate- 


ly by which perions are known, 1o we can 
pour It all *over the Cloaths , "which doth 


more reſemble the manner of Burial through 


the whole world, for ought I know, than the 
other: When we' bury men, we'do not - vic 
ro'Tun them into the Earth, "but firſt dig the 
Grave, then' powr Earth upon them. | But 
for men to be { tor. upon a* Mode of Ad- 
miniſtration, when! 'the word-/ [ignifies but 
Waſhing, wheths r'it be by Pouring or Dip- 
L1ng, 1t 1s, but a kird or degree of Superſtt- 
tion. 

It 1s rot baptizing” this way or that way, 
bur'our improving of the Ordinance ; and thc 
Spirits accompanying the Ot dinance, whitct, 
muſt do us good. God hath bleſſed thi 
Ordinance, when, agmiriitred by poxring 01. 
of water. A Gentiewomen ( whom I name 
not ) when the*mrechrd Dofrine, ( as tha! 


"man of God Mr. Thon, as Fooker calls it ) ol 
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Anabaptiſm firſt came up in Enzland, hear- 
Ing of it: Ts this (f{aid ſhe) the "Do&rine now 
coming up ? The greateft Comfort that ever I had 
from G'od was' from my Trnfant Baptiſm : A Gen- 
tlewoman ſo eminent in Holinets, that few that 
are aipr mult come near her. One of yours 
told me it 1s no Baptiſm : but we: ſhall not 
go to Anabaprtiſts, to learn any tang that 
belongs ro God. Water is effenrial. to Bap- 
tiſm, not Dipping. Dip a man over head 
and ears in Milk or Wine in the Name of the 
Father, &c. here is no Baptiſm : pour Wa- 
ter upon the Perſon, in the Name of the Fa- 
ther ,, &c. here 15 Baptiſm. This fignties 
lomething, 


CHAP. VI. 


Have a little Reckoning with one 'of your 
Diſciples, who makes a great noife about 
us; brought up to the Plough, but bcingoof 
g00d natural parts, hath devoted himſelf fo 
to the reading your, and other Books, that 
he never labourcd more' in ſowing his Hzeas, 
than 'he hath 'in ſowing this Darnel. Inſan- 
Bant1ſ-n, he tells us, is an Artichriſtian Cheat. 
Help us I pray in this juncture of time, 
tell 


[64 ] 
tell us, who is this Anichrit ? What kind of 
 Creature.is he ? where dwells h2? There is a 
great pudder about him; ſame ſay he is 
come : others fay he is not come. You tell 
me of your F#dgment, in your ribling 31 
Pray give..me your Judgment here. If you 
ſay be is come, when was the time he Ap. 

red ? None of all the Authors, that I have 
read, and I haye read divers upon. that ſub- 
jet, ſay that he was come fo lang as the Ten 
Perſecutions laſted ; no, nor ſo long as the 
Emperour kept his Seat in Kome. But we 
find Infant-Baptiſm practiſed above a hun- 
dred years before the ten Perſecutions ended ; 
nor was Infant-Baptiſm the leaſt advantage 
to his riſing. Treneus lived near the Apoſtles 
time, 'and then it was in praCtice : he tells 
ns Chriſt was an Infant, and ſanftified In- 
fants. Origen was born about 186. and in 
the year 203. when his Father Leonides ſuf- 
fered Martyrdom under Severus; he wrote 
to his Father, and encouraged him to ſuffer 
it chearfully. He was then about Seventeen 
years of Age ; and he writes, that the Church 
_ recived the Baptiſm of Infants from the 
Apoſtles. How then can this be an Antichri- 
' ftian Cheat, when Antichriſt was not come 
above a- hundred years. after it was in pra- 
tice, as we read 1n/ithem, and they write 


they had it from the Apoſtles ? Cyrpian 0 
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Martyred under the Eighth Perſecution ; if 
you can read his Epiſtle to Fidus, you may 
then ſee whether 1nfant-Bapriſm was not in 


praftice. By this you declare yaur ſelf to be 
a Cheater. | 


' You tell me, Your way of application of wa- 
ter ro the body ( in Baptiſm) 4s 4 fine fleſh-plea- 


ſmg way. 


A. 1. What do you mean by Fleſh ? Cor- 
rupt Fleſh? O whar a high degree of the mor- 
tification of the - Fleſh is this, for a perſon 
to be Dipt ! Is that the reaſon that Anabap- 
tiſts are ſuch mortified Perſans above others ? 
If it had been fo, it had been the better for 
ſome of my Relations, which is one reaſon 
why I ſhall not be in love with Anabaptiſm 
in haſte. 

2. Do you mean Aatural Fleſh? We read 
in the Scripture, ſo ſoon as any were made 
Believers in Chriſt, they were preſently Bap- 
tized ; why do not you ſo foon as you have 
made a Proſelyte, preſently Dip him, or her, 
tho" it be a hard Froſt and Snow? will you 
not ſtay till the ſeaſon be warmer? and is 
not this a little pleaſing to the Fleſh ? | 

I could not tell upon what Scripture ground 
theſe Anabaptiſts denied Communion with alf 
Churches but themſelves, I inſtanced in fome, 
that I am fure there are none ſuch amongſt 


' the Anabaptiſts, nor hath the Sun ſhined up- 


On 
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0a better, ſince: the Apoſtles daies: the Que-- 


ſtion was not, Why not communion with. me-? 
But your Anſwer», which you learned from 
your Malters;45Zzhts ; p10 | 
You are Rantized, 70t Baptized, .and fuch 
your: Aadnir* to "'yopr Communion; but, the Apoſtle 
chargeth us, '2, Theſ.,z3. 6. that we. withdraw 
from every brother that walketh” diſorderly. 1his 
Rantizing was" brought in by, Rqme ard. the 
Church of England, 0 Wn 
A. What a,Greclan ;are;you become ON a 
ſadden ; Rantizins, - Rantiz,d, Rantiſm, | read 
in your Letters. Dechne ea//if@- For my ſelf 
firſt ; how da you- know 1 was Rantized? did 
you ſee it? ; It was forty: years, before .you 
were. born, if jt, were fo. 'For others; how 
do yon know they were Rantized? All your 
ground 15: from 'the Common-Prayer Book. 
But- what it there ;be no ſuch word as Spring- 
lins' or Rantizing, 1n the Adminiſtration ol 
Baptiſm ? You that , can . charge. the Ancicut 
Fathers with. {gnorarce , ( a5+ we. ſhall hear 
auon) and: Chryſoſtom. with Zyimg, you, ſhould 
{pcak and write nothing bur Trath ; but there 
IS no ſuch word : -for in both, Editious. the 
words alc theſe ; The Miniſt c1 Hamins { 136 
Child, fall dip ut in the water, ſo-u be. di/cretly 


you, 
his'C 
tle {1 
Thus 
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Wa 


and. warily, done. And af the Child be weak, 1 if N. 


be ſufficient to powr water upon 4t, 


Where is Sprixaklmg ? is, powring and 
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= he. the ſame? :]-am aſhamed, ſaith Mr: Grant- 
ham, *&c: You-have cauſe to be fo, and -all 
n 8 the Anahaptiſlts, whoſe mouths are full. of a 
word to reproxch us. by, when there 'is no 
5 I fach ething; | 
le 1. 'As-'to your' Text, 3 Theſ. 3. 6. Bap- 
W EE tiſm is not 'ſo mach as mentioned in neither 
vs Jl of the Epiſtles: "Now it lies upon your party 
ve t6 prove, «that ' Paul: left this Tradition with 
| the Church, to- Bapfize nod Infants, and to 
_ 2 UF Baptize onely-by- Dippms; Which I am-ſure 
ay all the Anabapriſts-in the World can never 
el do. * 
lid $42. To walk diſorderly herej'is not to walk 
ou J after the Traxiton ; what the Apoſtle aims at, 
you may, ſee, 1 Thef. 4.11. To work with.your 
or bands, 445 me commanded you. Now compare 
Ok. I this Tradition with the 11. zer/7 of this C hap- 
We- [ter which”:yon -quote againſt ns, and read 
their diſorderly walking, what it was: For 


cul pe hear there are ſome walk aiforderly among 
car Y you, working-not at at : This'was contrary to 


his'Command; and Tradition ; this the Apo- 
- He condemns from his own -praCtice, v. 7. 
tc Thus from the 6. ver/. to the 13. v. the 
{Apoſtle tells you what he' means by diforder- 
retly YU wallgzg, ard this is contrary to the» Lighr 
2 * Þf Natire. Rat the Light of Nature: teacheth 
ſis;-in af Rehlipions, [the Children are reckon- 
1K Jed withthe Parents. * 7 7 
ITHRA HA For 


T% 


For: other fins, the Apoſtle hath given fs 


direftions what to do in other places, 1 Cer. 
$. 11. &c, 

.3- It is well known, thoſe Churches, do 
maintain the Ordinance of Baptiſm, uſe 
it reverently, teach the improvement of it; 
ſuppoſe there were ſome defect in the mode 
of Adminiſtration ( here is no /mpoſizion upon 
you, of any thing humane; ) is this a ſuffici- 
ent ground to unchurch all the Churches in 
the world but your ſelves ?, The Lord re- 
quire: this at your ,hands. 


When I framed this Argutnent from Mark. 


16. 16. which 'was urged agauuſt Infan-Bap-}| : 


tiſm : 

If Children muſt not. be baptized becauſe 
they cannot believe, then neither; can they be 
faved becauſe they do not belieye. Both 
Baptiſm and Saluation depend npon one- and 
the ſame Condirzon, 1. e. Beliewng,. 

Mr,- Grif: denied. tha Conſequence, telling 
me that Text ſpeaks onely- of Adulr perſons; 
So does 3 Foh.3; oy Hence: ie Nalizions | he 
gave me. | 
. P God yeoemerates 220 Infants 

God doth not. Circumciſe the hearts of any 
Jufrniee: By this/ it ſeems, no:mowthe heart of 
Job Bapriſt,, 1 have ſpoken | :to.7his betore, 
_ | add to this, Dr. Hong OUCNe 
rat 
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that Text Der. 3o. 6. to have its fulfilling 
chiefly, when the Jews ſhall be called. When 
I obſerved Fell the Verſes going before, and 
confider Rom. 11. 26. I ſhonld not oppoſe 
him, then the great Body of the Infant-Seed 
of the Fews ſhall experience the truth of the 
Promiſe, and Anabaptiſm ſhall be exploded. 
I asked; If God Regenerates no Children, 
how ſhall they be Tfaved ? He anſwered, 4! 
Infants dying fuch are Fuſtified and Saved. Rom. 
$.18. ( Tothis Text I {pake before.) 

The young Scribler was {ſo full with . this 
notion, that thus he writes to me. 


. © The ipnorance there was in ſome you reckon as 


reat Fathers, of the Fuſtification that. is by the 
lood © Chriſt for Infants, cauſed them to invent 
their Infant Rantiſm, ro rake away Original 
Sin, and they _— with the Church of Eng- 


land, and Church of Rome, if not ſome of the 


Presbytertans, do reckon it a Regenerating Ordi- 
nance. 


What ſtuffe is here? The Reader may judge 
the ſpirit of this Anabaptiſt, how proud, 
bold, and confident it is; that if he had the 
Books of theſe learned, ancient, godly Men 
laid before him , he conld not read one line 
to underſtand it, yet hedares charge them with 
Ignorance, and Lies belide, Could this young 
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For: other ſins, the Apoſtle hath given fs 


direftions what to do in other places, 1 Cor. 
$, I1. &c, 


..3- It is well known, thoſe Churches, do 
maintain the Ordinance of Baptiſm, . uſe 
it reverently, teach the improvement of it; 
ſuppoſe there were ſome defect in the mode 


of Adminiſtration ( here is no /rpoſizion upon 
you, of any thing liumane; ) is this a ſuffici- 
ent ground to unchurch all the Churches in 
the world but your ſelves ?, The Lord re- 
quire: this at your ,hands. 


When I framed this Argutnent from Mark. 


1 Mp 16, which was urged againſt Infant-Bap- 
tif : 

If Children muſt not. be baptized becauſe 
they cannot believe, then neither; can they be 
faved becauſe they do not belieye. Both 
Baptiſm and Salvation depend , npon one- and 
the ſame Conditzon, 1. e. Beliewngs: 

Mr,- Grif: denied. the Conſequenee, telling 
me that Text ſpeaks onely- of Adule perſons; 
So does3 Joh.3; my; | Hence: to MaltLions - he 
gave me. F* y 
- 1 God yevemerates 920 infameo: 

2. God doth- not Circumciſe the hearts of any 
Iofanrs.- By this/ it ſeems, nomewthe- heart of 
Joby" Bapriſt., 1 have ſpoken |:to.7his betore, 
muy I add to this, Dr. Hong - 
tial 
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that Text Der. 3o. 6. to have its fulfilling 
chiefly, when the Jews ſhall be called. When 
I obſerved Fell the Verſes going before, and 
conſider Rom. 11. 26. I ſhonld not oppoſe 
him, then the great Body of the Infant-Seed 
of the Fews ſhall experience the truth of the 
Promiſe, and Anabaptiſm ſhall be exploded. 
\ I asked, If God Regenerates no Children, 
how ſhall they be Tfaved ? He anſwered, Al 
Infants dying Pex are Fuſtified and Saved, Rom. 
$5.18. ( Tothis Text I ſpake before.) 

The young Scribler was ſo full with . this 
notion, that thus he writes to me. 


© The ipnorance there was in ſome you reckon as 
reat Fathers, of the Fuſtification that. is by the 
Flood 0 Chriſt for Infants, cauſed them to invent 
their Infant Rantiſm, 70 raks away Original 
Sin, and they together with the Church of Eng. 
land, and Church of Rome, if not ſome of the 
Presbyterians, do reckon it a Regenerating Ordi- 
aance. 


What ſtuffe is here? The Reader may judge 
the ſpirit of this Anabaptiſt, how proud, 
bold, and confident it is; that if he had the 
Books of theſe learned, ancient, godly Men 
laid before him , he conld not read one line 
to underſtand it, yet hedares charge them with 
Ignorance, and Lies belide, Could this young 
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Fellow that-charges theſe ancient, Fathers with 
Ignorance, but read. 7uſtin Martyr, Athanaſius, 
Hierom,  Epiphanius, Auguſtin, Ambroſe, Grego-, 
ry Nyf. Baſil, 1, Macarins, &c. I would point 
him to places in their Books, where he ſhould 
find, they underſtood, our Juſtification, I mean 
of 'all perſons before God, to. be onely by 
Chriſt Riohtcouſneſs. As for D Doppegy ;ve Know 
it was their pradtice, tho in ome Caſes they 
did allow the Baptizing by Powring of water, 
( for ſo the words in Cr -yp1an, - Ep quod aqua 
ſalutari, non loti fiat, ſed perfule. SO Augu- 
tix. 1n thoſe hot Countries, they did ordi- 
narily uſe Dipping, we do not deny; ) but 
ras the ſignification of the word, we judge 
It Indifferen:. I add but thus, tho I acknow- 
ledge Chriſts Burial to be. a aft of -his Hus 
m1liation ». ET OUT, Redemption, Tuftificatian, 
Reconciliation, Aortijfication of Sin, aye all g7Ven 
to the Righteoumeſſe , 2 00'S Sacrefice.. C' ofſe 
of Chriit: His Death, befoxe his Burial. It 
; fantfned, ſaid Chriſt” upon the Croſs, Job. 
19. 309. before they Brie him. 
As for _ Original, Sins pnclcc the re {ound 
and dear in that Dodrine ne, Fl hey 
England, in. their Homes Ss, vl, Articles, are 
very full” and clcar,* tho you be £6xtcD. What 
Fin doth in Baptilify, we leayey LO, bis Wit 
om. 
But at this rate doth: is Pen rug in \ his L.ct- 
rers 


harch of | 
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ters to me. And this is the Spirit of the 
Arminian-Anabaptifts * in other , places; as 1 
know the Town, where the Miniſter gave them 
a Meeting to diſcourſe-them. One that was 
an Auditor told me, the worſt tertn the Mi- 
niſter uſed was Friend, but their Carriage to- 
wards -huh very uhworthy. As to his Con- 
ormry they might have ſpared him. For he 
did no more than Mr. Tombes, the Anteſigna- 
ns .of all Anabaptiſts, hath written in detence 
pf it. When they: urged him for a poſitive 
ommand tor Infant-Bapriſm ; he told them, 
If we muſt have a Politive Command for all 
t {things \we practiſe, or lay it by, then we 
'© muſt lay by the Obſervation of the Zords 


', ay: They yielded this, ſaying, Al! daies were 
u-' felche ith. them. 


en | But f{ince you are ſo charitable to Infants, 
fe pow far will you extetd your Charity ? 1t 
It Fauſt go further than Infants. You tell me, 
ob. Wo preach "the Goſpel tro 4 Child in the Cradle, 
Were ridiculous: and that they are Diſciples 
bo bear, learn, and embrate the doftrine the 
ol Far. But Children are not capable of theſe; 
are MeNCe exclude thern from Baptiſm. 


4- | But doth Scriptyre own none other for Di/- 
ples? "Compare Mt; IS. verſ. 10. with Afﬀs 

ct- Bt. 21. the Queſtion was about Cireumciſion, 

ers .. F Att 
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AE, 15. v.1. In the 10. v.—to put a yoke upon 
the neck, of the Diſciples. They upon, whoſe 
necks they would impoſe, Circumciſion were 
Diſciples, this is clear. Now in A&. 21. 21. 
they rell- Paul what is reported of him, 
viz. That he did teach the Jews, they ought 19t 


ro Circumciſe their children; Then Children are 
Diſciples, at eight daics old. 


[ defire your wiſdgm would determine, 


what years Children muſt or may be of, be 

fore they come to that capacity, to underſtand 

learn, and embrace: the doctrine they , Hear 

as to an outward SPRETNGT: | 
The word Nis which ſignifies a Child -/ 

Paul vſeth five times in one' verſe, i Cor Ir 

13.11. He ſpake, he, underſtood, he reaſoned 2 


enoloulu, as a Child. The Tews tell, us, : 
Child is ſo accounted unfill he be nine, year; 
old and a day : Sure I am, there are maj Þu 
ny Children who before they be capab ch mi 
underſtand, learn, ad. Y g Goſpel-Doj an 


Arine, can. rebell | again ; Parents os ant 
Swear, ſpeak Filthily, &e.. and theſe d Ac 
under that incapacity, £ eir incapacity edn en no 


makes them to be. ju be. and 
Chriſts Righteouſtieſs: - rg) 
who dye in ſuch a State... ..._. 


T7531 


” 


But hold a little, - are they all juſtified, 


and ſaved ? then it muſt be by the Covenant 
of. Grace, and ſhall they. be under the Cove. 
nant, ſo,; as to be in ajuſtified and faved ſtate 
by »it,: and. not have the Seal of the _ Cove- 
nant ?..You may ſay, what you pleaſe, but 


give a.ſolid reaſon, why you yield a Perſon | 


the Govenantz and deny the Seal ; when did 
you ever know. it, among men ? but this we 
have gained now, That not only the Infant 
Seed of Abraham, but all Infants in the 
World. have a. right. to Baptiim. 

.; As for your Texts, by which you -prove 
Infants can have no Faith, Rom. 10. 17. nor 
be regenerated, becauſe we are begotten by 
the. Word, Fam. 1.418; &c. 

F had ptepared feveral Anſwers to them, 
but 1 Faiv my: book” grew. too big, and o- 
mit them. I ſhall give you but your own 
anſwer, which you give to John 3.3. and. 
and Ar, 16. 16. The Texts ſpeak only of 
Adulr-Perfons, bat that God. can infuſe Grace 
no' way ihto the. Heart bat by the ear, and 
that he Hath tied ' up*himſelf to one Inſtru- 
tent, *this''you are'to prove. Divers learn- 
ed Divines, and' I believe ſome of 'your own 


-party, -e6fbtive, that 'rhe converfion of the 
= Jes = 


2 Tews 
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AZ. 15. v.1. In the 10. v.—to put a yoke upon 
the neck, of the Diſciples They upon whoſe 
necks they would impoſe. Circumciſion were 
Diſciples, this is clear. Now in A&. 21. 21. 
they tell-.Paul what is reported of him, 
viz. That he did teach the Jews, they ought not 
to Circumeiſe their children,; Then Children are 
Diſciples, at eight dalcs old. 


| 

I delire your wiſdgm would determine | 
what years Children muſt or may be of, be , 
fore they come to that capacity, to underſtand c 
learn, and embrace. the doctrine they hear} \ 
as to an outward appearance. ps | 


The word Ni, which ſignifies a Child. 
Paul vuſeth five times in one verle, i Co 
13.11. He ſpake, he underſtood, he reaſones be 
enouloulw, as a Child. The Fews tell, us, th 
Child is ſo accounted untill he be nine. year 


buy _* 
by 


old and a day : Syre I am, there,are 'mq bu 
ny Children who, befgre they be capable tf mi 
underſtand, learn, agd. embrace Golpel-Dq ani 


Erine, can. rebell againſt . Parents, ; Curſq .,anc 
Swear, ſpeak Filthily ex. and Th theſ d 
under that #icapacity, their incapacity it lee 


makes them to be. nee and ., & 
Chriſts Righteouſiieſs: "O Happy Cluldrq 
who dye in fuch a Rate. . RolO c03.o1h;: , 


— 


1 and 
"Adult-Perſons, bat that God. can infuſe Grace 
no''way ihto the. Heart bat by the ear, and 
that he hath tied ' up*himſelt to 'one Inſtru- 
tent, this' you are" to prove. 
ed Divines, and' I believe ſome of your own 
Party, evntive that 'rhe convertion of the 
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But hold a little, are they all juſtified, 


and fied ? then it .muſt be by the Covenant 
of Grace, and ſhall they, be under the Cove. 
nant ſo, as to be in a.juſtified and faved ſtate 
by -it,: and not have the Seal of the Cove- 
nant ! but 
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Seed of Abraham, but all Infants in the 
Ware: have a. right. to Baptiſm. 


Fs for your Texts, by which you -prove 
Infants can have no Faith; Rom. 10, 17. nor 
be regenerated, becauſe we are begotten by 
the. Word, 7am. 1.18; &c. 


F Had ptepared feveral Anſwers to them, 
mit them. I ſhall give you but your own 


anſwer, which you give to 7ohn 3.3. and. 
"Blar: 16. 16. The Texts ſpeak only of 


Divers learn- 


F $ Tews 
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but 1 Taiw - my: book” grew. too big, and 0- | 
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Jews ſhall be, not by Hearing, but by Sight, 
as Pauls was; Chriſt appearing tin the Clouds, 
Rev. 1.7. compared with Zech. 12. 16, Hence 
Iſa. 66. 8, 9. Shall a Nation be born at once ? 
However, can you tell how that: W:/e” one 
frames the Body of the Child, and. infufeth 
( according to moſt mens opinions ) the Soul 
into the Body, while it is in the womb ? If 
not that, can you tell what he doth with 
the Soul? Can he not infuſe Grace into the 
Soul, as the Soul into the Body ? which: is 
hardeſt ? Shs ne bh 


To prove then Infants- may be regenera- 
ted, three or four Arguments I ſhall uſe, be- 
ſide what I ſpake before of Heart-circutaci- 
Jing, from Det. 30. 6. | 


(1.) If all, even Adult-Perſons, are & 46 
in the Work of Regeneration, then Infants 
are Capable of Regeneration :- But the Ante- 
cedent is true. | 3 3 


Some Ladies have their Husbands Pictures 
drawn at large, theſe. hang up in the' Par- 
lour ; they have them-alfo drawn in @ Little 
compaſs, and hang them: upon their. bxealts : 
This Bleſſed Limner draws his Image upon 
little Children, as well as: upon Adult. Per- 
ſons. The Shwnamites Child lies Dead, 2. King. 

| e i 4+ 20. 
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4+ 20. Lazarus lies. dead, John 11. 14. Laza- 
r#s tho? Adult doth no more towards his 
Quickning, the receiving of his Soul into Uni- 
on with his Body, than the Shunamites Child 
did, they were equally Paſſive; ſo are all 
they who are dead in treſpalles and ſins, Eph, 
2. 1, 5- Col. 2.13. 


To this you anſwer, What you ſay of the 
Aault being Paſlive in the work, of Regeneration, 
I know that you and others ſay ſo; but from what 
ground I know not ;, Is not Hearing and Recetvino 
an Atttve work? is not Faith - and Repentance 
which are the two parts of Regeneration, Afts of 
the Soul. 


A. Your falſe Grammar 1 let paſs, and 
far brevity ſake, let Hearing alone. But for 


8 — + 0———S—— 


Faith and Repentance, the two parts of Re- | 


generation, are Acts of the Soul ; but tell 


me, whether of a Soul Dead or Quickzed? | 
If Qnickned, how comes this Soul to be 


Quickned, that it might have a Principle or | 


Power to put forth theſe Alts? Were you 
Active or Paſſive in the work of Quickning ? 
It ſeems by your Anſwer you were Ave ; 
then you were never Dead, or elſe Deat' 1s 
ative to- Life, Corruptcon to Grace, Hell to 
Heaven, Much good may your Self-Regenera- 


tion do you ; So your Self-Cretion , for lo the | 
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2 Cor. 5.17. 


Yon tell me, Conindh Fuich and Reprint ange, 
which 1 affirm, # but the Fiftion of mens brains, 
and ſo of my brain; let'me try it. 


They who are regenerated Co F atth. ond Re 
pent ance. | 


But all Infants ſaved, are regenerated. There C- 
fore, Ak Infants ſaved, bave. Faith and Repen- 
rauce ;, but theſe do not ſhow themſelves in 
Act, then it "muſe be but Seminal. 


The Major is clear from your own Con- 
feſſion,” who tell me, they. are the two parts 
of Regeneration, now * where: the whole is, 
the p4rts muſt needs be 


, The or, I prove, 


. » They who 'are born unclean, that are ſmful' and 
corrupt by Nature, muſt be. regenerated before 
they can be, ſaved » But PF are all Infants born. 
Therefore,” © c; wk | 


The Amor. is the pert to FR praved.. For 
this *1 , gave your: Maſter Divine Authority, 
and Humane TRIAGE: read. the Texts. 


JC, 


To 


| work is called, Epheſ..2 IQ. and 14. 9.47%, 


To this you Anfwer,” Children being Fuſti- 
fied from Adams Sir, ( which is not yet prov- 
ed) n0 other Sin they are gwlty of, ( ſay you 
in another Letter 3) What other Sin have they 
committed, that ſhould hinder them from coming to 
Heaven ? 


How finely you anſwer ! Does my Argument 
ſpeak of Committing Sin? tho' as [ have told 
your ' Maſter, Children do that too. I argu- 
ed from their Birth Sin; our Lord laies the 
neceſſity of Regeneration, from our Birth 
Sin, Joh. 3. 5, 6. That which is Born of the 
Fleſh s Fleſh. 1t we are born Clean, Spiritual, 
Sinleſs, then give all the Texts I have there 
mentioned the Le. 


As to Seminal Faub, Repentance, and fo of 
all Graces ;, if of any Grace, then of Faith 
and Repentance as well. I thought alwayes, 
that Seeds or Roots had been before Fruits ; Prin- 
ciples before Operations, Habits before Atts, I 
read indeed of one Act without a Habit, bur 
it was Miraculous, Numb. 22. 28, 30. Balaams 
Aſs ſpears, and Diſcourles with Balaam, a 
Rational AC; but it hath no Rational Soul. 
When God regenerates an Adult Perſon, ke 
doth firſt infuſe the Principles, Seeds, Habits, 
of all the Graces of the Spirit, before he can 
at and bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit : 
| | F 4 When 


5 — 


he, Aliacd 


_ T78T. 
When the Sower went out to . Sow, 44a. 
I3- 3. It was but the” Seed of Faith, Repen- 
tance, which he did ſow, and which was firſt 
received : z ana theſe Seeds. grow up,. ar. 4- 
27. It is the Secd which remains, 1 Joh. 3. 9+ 
Peters Faith failed fadly as to the Act, but 
the Secd remained. 


Since then this is. but a. Fiftion of my 
brain, do you Twi-fallow and Tri-tallow your 
Ground, but Sow no Seed, for according to 
your Doftrine you may have a Crop with- 
our it: If you do caſt in Seed, look for the 
Fruit next Cay, according to your Do@rine, 
for if God ſow in the Hearts of little Ones 
the Seeds of al! the Graces of his Spirit, 


they muſt ſhow themſelves preſcatly in_ 


Fruits, 


(2.) Argument. No unclean Perion ſhall 
ever ice God, Heb. 12. 14. 


But Infants. by Nature are born Cnclear, 
if the Scripture may be beiieved : they mult 
bear that lmage in which they were created 
by God, that ever ſee the face of God. 


All the members of the Kingdom of 


Heaven are Holy,” but Children are mem- 


T here. 
fore 


-* bers of the Kingdom, of Heayen : 
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fore Holy, but not by Birth, it is by Re- 
generation. 


The Foundation of Anabapriſm, lies in de- 
nying Original Sin, as did Pelagins, and he 
was againſt Baptizing Infants upon this 
Ground, 


(3.) If Adam had continued in'Inrocency, 
his Children had born the Image of God 
from the Birth: I never heard it denied, 
that which I infer hence, is, That Children 
are capable of the Image of God, and re- 
ceiving the Seeds of all Grace ; it was ſo 
then, why not now ? Shall the Sin of one 
Perſon be ſo miſchievous to deprive Adam, 
and all his Poſterity of the Image of God, 
and bring the Seeds of all Corruption into 
their Nature; and ſhall the Grace of. God 
be denicd to renew his Image in little Chil- 
dren, when and where he pleaſeth? Children 
being a great part of the World, ſhall the 
Spirit of God heve nothing to do in their 
Hearts? Adams Diſobedience far exceeds 
the Obedience of Chrift, which the Apoſtle 
compares in Juſtification, Rom. 5, 16, 17 


18. For his Di/obedience could defile all his 
Poſterity, but Chrilts Obedience doth_ not 


em- 
ereo 
fore 


cleanſe and regenerate one Child : Our Rege- 
neration is as truely the purchaſe of Chriſt 
AI 


[80] 
28;0ur: Tuſtification, The Spirit of the ſecond 
Adams repairs that Image in thoſe SubjeCts 
which the firſt Adam hath defaced, when and 
whers he pleaſeth ;. but he hath "defaced it F- 
11 lafants, if the Scriptures may be believed, [7 
traprs this kind of Azabaptiſts, which you Je 
your Maſter are of : I do not think all 
Anabaptiſts, deny Original Sin, or Sin of our 


ature. 
oY HY bg, 


+: £4-) If all Children dying fuch are jaſtifi- 
" and ſaved, then there will be Millions in þ 
Heaven in whom the Spirit 'of God, - as rhe [Pl 
Third Perſon in the Bleſſed Trimty, had nothing 
t9_ do in their Salvation : That Rule, Omnes 
Operationes ad extra, &c. does not take off my 
Ar nt. - For the Diſtintt Sublitences, 
baye their Diſtint Manner of Working 
and l ſpeak of the Spirit under that Con "i 
deration, The Father Decrees Redemption. þ,: 
The Son (aſſuming onr Nature ) works out, 


and laies down the Price for our Redemp- 
jon, The Spiric Applies Redemption. The > 


,nſummation of things is given to the Spi- |". 
Tit : t Regeneration. 15 given to the Spirit, ine S 
Fob. 3: 8. Tit, 3-5. 2 The. 2. 13. So 1 Cor. 

6. 11, Tere Is Choi for Juſtification, and (2.) 


Spirit: for SanCtification. 
k aUde no, more, theſe with what I men- 


tioned before are_ enough. 


by al 


* Becauſe a0y Br 
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7ou hope I may. be brought over ta be 
Diprt, and tell me, you ſhould therein ' greatly 
caice. 


ot rejoyce In halt. For, (1.) Were I waver- 
ng, I know no right Adminiltratour ; for, 
Take up your Principles. 1. Baptiſm is the 
i- Form of a Church, 2. No Baptiſm but, by 
* Pipping. 3. You grant Paſtours mult . he 
1 alled by the Church, then there muſt he a 
vs Phurch onely. by Dipping to call theſe Pa- 


"%® tours ; - now according to Scripture, theſe 
ww aſtours muſt be Able men, 2 Tim. 2. 2, And 
p 


d Ordizationz there mult be a Preſbytery (or 
iſhop over Presbyters, but the Biſhop 
ipt, I will yield that too, ) of Able Men 
*Pipt: Now where were there ſuch Churches 
firſt, with | ſuch Presbyteries, or Biſhop 
NP” ber Presbyters to call, and ordain, is more 
© han ever 1 heard of; and if not ſuch, 1 know 
d right Adminiſtratour, and if not fa, 1 
lue all your Dipping not worth a Ruſh. 


Spl- 
irit, 
Cor. 
and (2.) Tho God overlooks the Infirmities of 
s, and I doubt not ſome are ſannd in 
"ther points, and . Conſcientiaus, yet to Yery 


auſ many 


- Becauſe, you find I am not for ſrinbling,; 


A. If you do not rejoyce before, you ſhall | 


Dy, it hath proved a Z/4#iag errour,. How 


_ - 4 
- 
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many have proved Corrupt in DoCtrines, and 
Immoral .in their Converſations, who weref. 
nvt fo before Dipping. Major Packer, tholl5 2 
a0 Anabapiſt, yet a. ſober Man, complained; 
to a worthy Friend of mine : 'Tis our unhap-l "S 
pineſs, that a man cannot be an Anabaptiſt, but. 
preſently he muſt be an Arminian. $0 it ſcems|| 
by you: And now men have Repentance pinn'df 
upon their ſleeves.” A friend of mine diſcourſy : 
ing with an Anabaptiſt, asked him, Jf you / ſo. 
can you repent when you liſt ? Yes, ſaid he. Si 
he could be ſure, - for he could be..drunk : 
for: his Repentance , which he found ſo ea Te 
fie, let-him- look that ic be as: ſound. Thatg 
IS very obſervable which Dr. Wizter relates pap 
of that Anabaptif, executed for a Capital hoſ 
Crime, who confeſſed, Thar from theitime of hif . 
L£0mng- render water, he  ſenſh thly found God Departing "Wh 
from him.” [ ſpare to write what Corrupti alli 
ons in Doctrine I have heerd among. them be4 | 
ſides theſe: Out of whoſe Hive the Quakers 
rw echt the greater part, is well known; 
| ary ar Golpel-Light to Natural Lightt.,. 
rther they'cannor g0. / 


\ 
al 
"er 


That Hyp ,ocrites, and Apoſtates may þ T 
found in other Churches, who doubts it? bag... © © 


when men put 1uch a ſtreſ&wpoh a Mad "oy 
of the Adminiſtration of an Ordinance, as | : 4d 


Salvation: depended onit, and keep fuch, but cl 


[83] 
nugir to make Proſelytes, _and -joy ſo if. they 


SICHoet one, and tell us they mult be Regenerate, 
ho '/rael according to the Spirit, Saints. by Gall 


King, they muſt do the work of Abraham, that 
a-know are Abrahams Seed, theſe mult be: the 
but Baptized ones, and hence exclude all Infants 
-M3hret after theſe, to prove ſo corrupt in Do- 
n atrine, as very many of them are, and too 
url any vitious 11 Converſation, I may well call 
- t a Blaſting Opinion. 


ik 3. I ſhall be wary of that German Errour, 
©X4which made ſuch work -there, and . would 
hathnake little;/þetter here were the Power ;10. 
5H our hands; if all be of the ſame ſpirit with 
Ia} hoſe who by Marriage bear ſome Relation. to, 
f hi me; and I am confirmed in it the more:from 
"(/2that paſſage of Mr. Hutcheſon to Mr. . Baxter 
PUMhcalling upon him to Repent of that abſurd and 
1 Deeretical Poſition of a Baptiſmal Covenant of 
ARET race, running in a Fleſbly ('«is falſe, for 'tisa 
oWITEBclieving) Line, &c, It Intant-Baptiſm be a 
SMHzerefie, let Miniſters look to themſelves, if 
"{nabaprtiſts get the power. 


J DJ To conclude : When Mr. Tombes's hook firſt 
* DuÞ-2me out, and made ſich a noiſe in the King- 
Hom, two other Miniſters being with me, 
$ve got bis Book, laid it upon the Table, 
{i dut they would not open it, till firſt we mw 
c 


"7 
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8'Gut knees to the Farber of Ligher, begging 
of Aft that he would pleafe to enlightenus 
we might know his Mind, and if ht 
revealed his Trath to this Man, that we 
it- ſee it : Engaging to God, that what 
ever had been the Opinion of our Fore-fa 
thets; or our own Opinion to the contrary 
2d tho' this Doctrine was a Novelty, odi 
ons,” ard would render them contemptible 
who did practiſe it, yet if it were his Truth 
his Mind and Will, we would yield up ou 
RKRI'20d prattife it. Prayer 'beirig ended 
& SÞened the Book, the firſt thing we me 
þ 1 was Abrahams Covenant, this" we liked 
' We read him with great Intention © 
AinP! Examined every line, and forind him fall 
very {hott of proving the Repeal of Abraham 
Hh remar failing here, we laid by his Book 


regard him no more. They ' perliſtec 
1 their practice of Infant-Baptiſm to thei 
Dytng daies, and fo ſhall I. 
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